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Growing pains at WLU
Students demand answers
from university administration
Alicia McFadden
Dillon Moore
Yesterday in the Paul Martin
Centre, a large group gathered to
take part in a town-hall style forum
held by the Students' Union to
address the problem of rapid
growth at Wilfrid Laurier
University.
Executive Vice President:
University Affairs Dave Wellhauser
chaired the forum. He welcomed
the audience to the event, which
he stated was one among a series
planned. Each of the six panelists
was then allowed to make their
introductory statements.
Dr. Barry Kay related his expe-
rience as part of the Political
Science department. He said that
since about 1996, the Political
Science department has seen a
growth of about 55% in the num-
ber of students enrolled in classes,
without a proportional growth in
faculty. This in turn leads to
unavailability of classes, and
restriction of some classes to just
Political Science majors.
Dr. Franklin Ramsoomair of the
Business department also
remarked on his personal experi-
ence having more students in his
class than he was prepared to han-
dle. He attempted to draw a com-
parison between the situation at
Laurier to the one at his Alma
Mater Mount Allison University,
where he felt the enrollment had
been effectively capped. "I don't
think we'll lose our identity as a
small, unique and personal univer-
sity," he said.
Chair of the Board of
Governors Jerry Young presented
the side of the administration, pro-
ducing a number of documents
examining growth at Laurier.
"I'm trying to drive home that
we aren't functioning without a
plan," he said. His two main points
were that the BOG is concerned
and knowledgeable, and that they
very much welcome input from the
students.
Academic Chair Rowland Smith
expressed that the administration
knows about the problems and is
working to limit their repercus-
sions, but is constrained by money
at all points. He contrasted the sit-
uation at Laurier to that of univer-
sities facing an enrollment deficit
problem, a situation that he thinks
would be worse.
The first of the student repre-
sentatives to speak was Students'
Union President Dave Prang. He
expressed that without the prob-
lems of over-enrollment this year,
the school would still be in trouble
from past years. He lamented the
change in experience that he has
seen Laurier students receive since
he came here in 1997.
Jeffrey Kroeker, student mem-
ber of the Board of Governors con-
ceded that there has been strategic
planning, but referred to the
actions of the administration as
reactionary, pointing to the various
building projects that were not
accounted for in the original plans.
Kroeker stated that students
should be treated more like
"clients" and should be given a
greater say in how decisions are
made, given their monetary impor-
tance. He suggested that in future,
the contribution of money from
the Students' Union to the univer-
sity might come with more strings
attached to ensure that the stu-
dents' agenda was being account-
ed for.
The panel listens as Rowland Smith describes his thoughts on the sense of community at Laurier
In memory of
Graham Solomon
Sean Hill
The recent death of Graham Solomon has
left friends, colleagues and students in a
state of shock and dismay. Anytime a seem-
ingly young and healthy individual dies, all
those around are left with questions and
confusion about how such a thing could
happen.
The problem with these questions is that
the answers are not immediately available,
and may not be for a long time. Although the
only personal relations I had with Graham
was through a second year philosophy
course, I am still left mixed up, trying to
make sense of such a disappointing and sad
event.
Dr. Solomon's .death came early
Thursday morning as the result of a stroke.
What started as a cold, developed into pneu-
monia, and left him with a weakened
immune system. The stroke was apparently
brought on through complications from the
pneumonia.
I feel the opportunity to allow others to
reflect on their relationship with Dr.
Solomon is both beneficial to individuals
dealing with their grief, and an opportunity
for others in the Laurier community to get a
glimpse of a man and friend gone too soon.
- "I still don't like the fact that Graham is
dead. After the initial shock and dismay, I am
remembering how wonderfully diverse
Graham was.
Philosophy professor Graham Solomon is
remembered by those who knew him well-
ANN
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Faculty talks nearing end
but strike not ruled out
NadineFladd
The Wilfrid Laurier University Faculty
Association is down to the last details in
their negotiations with the university over
the establishment of a part-time collective
agreement.
"We are now negotiating the crucial last
stages," said chief negotiator for WLUFA and
history department member, Doug Lorimer.
"We're approaching a point where we'll
know if the parties can reach an agree-
ment."
WLUFA and the university have been
meeting to negotiate three times a week
since August 13, and are expected to meet
again today (Wednesday). Students may
have noticed the recent campaign on cam-
pus, including the onslaught of square, yel-
low PART-TIMERS GIVE FULL VALUE but-
tons that have appeared everywhere from
teachers' shirts to backpacks. "Students in
particular need to know these negotiations
are going on," said Lorimer, "they need to
be aware of the issues."
"Part-time faculty aren't being paid very
much," he explained, "the university is
pocketing a considerable amount." A
WLUFA pamphlet argues that a student pays
$443 in tuition for a one-term course, and
that pan-timers are paid $4,400 to teach it.
The combined tuition paid by an average
class of 47 students equals $20,821. After
paying a part-timer his or her $4400 to teach
the course, the hand-out claims, the univer-
sity is left with $15,810. While "there's a
range of salaries," Lorimer explained, the
average full-time member of the teaching
staff earns approximately $78,000-80,000
annually.
The WLUFA also proposes that, instead
of a set salary per course regardless of class
size, part-time staff should receive an extra
$50 per student per term in classes that
exceed 40 students. Lorimer claims that
negotiations have been whittled down to
the issues of "benefits and salaries."
He told The Cord that part-timers are
"also engaged in scholarship and research
on their own," and that their qualifications
and contribution to the university should be
recognized.
Continued on page 2
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Vice Chair of the WLUSU Board of
Directors Kristi Edwards addressed the plans
of the administration, saying that they were
out of date and needed to be re-examined,
due to the fact that growth has already
exceeded the margins of the plans.
Board member Andy Bruce, fighting for
the floor amid interjections by Young,
expressed his dissatisfaction as a student
when he only received one of the six elec-
tives that he asked for this year on his first
try.
One student in the audience said that it
was hard to find outlets where his concerns
could be expressed. Young replied that
progress was being made, with more stu-
dents present on the BOG, and through for-
mal meetings such as the town hall.
A student landlord questioned whether
the university was speaking to the munici-
pality to encourage change in by-laws on
rooming houses. The individual felt that
changes might be necessary to provide
space for all the senior students in the city.
Prang answered that there is a lot of com-
munication with the city, but that it was
highly unlikely that the current restrictions
on rooming houses would be changed dur-
ing Mayor Lynne Woolstonecroft's term in
office.
The second half of the Town Hall on
Growth meeting seemed focused on the use
of the word "small" in relation to Laurier's
status as a University.
Laurier's size has always been a strong
selling feature to students from around the
country. It has dubbed itself a community
that is sensitive to the needs of the students
wherein you are person, as opposed to
merely a number. This ideal was finally
addressed and discussed by Rowland Smith
who chairs the enrollment management
committee at Laurier. He
believes that the adminis-
tration should avoid using
the term small when
describing Laurier. The
term small should apparent-
ly be seen as relative in
comparison to other univer-
sities, in which Laurier is
competing with for enroll-
ment.
This misconception by students, is justi-
fied by calling it a "marketing tool," which
Laurier has been using to draw students in.
Even with growth of approximately 32% in
the last 3 years alone, Laurier continues to
preach the advantages of its "small" school
community. Another misconception is that
Laurier is a smaller school in comparison to
universities in Ontario. However, in terms of
Canada, they are not considered a "small"
university by any means.
...students felt
deceived, and felt
they had nowhere
else to go when
t01d...0f the 'new'
room situation.
The numbers continue to climb, and if
nothing is done to change this increase, by
about 2004 Laurier will be way beyond their
ideal cap of 9,900 students, and will have
limited options for where to expand, and
how to expand.
To some, the problems lie in the admin-
istration's defeatist attitude towards the
expansion. This also has a lot to do with
incentives by the government to increase
financial assistance by fully funding basic
income units (BIUs), only
1" if Laurier agrees to take in
more students. This is
fueled by the need for uni-
versities to increase
enrollment due to the
double cohort year, which
is looming within the next
2 years.
During the meeting, it
"surfaced that Student
Services knew about the new triple room
arrangement in the beginning of June, but,
the students were only informed in August.
There was pressure put on the Dean and the
administration by Student Services, but
nothing was done to notify the students
until they had no other options left to them.
This concern was voiced by a couple of stu-
dents — and largely representative of all
those in triple rooms. Because they felt
deceived, and felt they had nowhere else to
go when told a month before registration of
the 'new' room situation. The attitudes
among many students is that if they had
known before they enrolled at Laurier what
the conditions were truly like, and had not
believed the marketing story, they may have
reconsidered coming to this institution.
The survey presented by the Students'
Union showed that students felt congestion
in common areas has significantly increased,
there is limited access to the AC and com-
puter labs, and the volunteer program which
Laurier has a strong reputation of uphold-
ing, is absolutely cut-throat.
Another problem addressed was the
addition of part-time staff and less tenured
professors. The part-time professors are less
costly, and more flexible in what they are
given to teach.
However, concerns about the quality of
education are also being raised in regards to
these further cutbacks. The concern is not of
the caliber of these professors. Instead it is
that they are given less prep time, are being
faced with more and more students to teach,
and are often given classes that may not be
exactly their area of expertise. Combine
these issues with less teacher/student time,
more Teaching Assistants teaching labs and
marking papers, and a decreasing feeling of
belonging among the students, and there
emerges a litany of issues that are hurting
the Laurier experience.
news
WLUSP audits the books
StudentPubs moves toprevent
repetition of lestyear's
financialdisaster.
Dillon Moore
The Wilfrid Laurier University
Student Publications administra-
tion is hopeful that their recent
actions will prevent the embarrass-
ing and costly mistakes of last
year's Vice President of Finance
from being repeated.
During last winter term, the VP:
Finance at the time, Dharmesh
Makwana, was removed from his
position once it was determined
that he was doing a negligent job.
At the time, WLUSP President
Christian Pearce was unsure of the
extent to which Makwana had
allowed his responsibilities to
slide.
Current VP: Finance Edward
Schall was hired for his position
and put in place early with a mis-
sion to find out what went wrong
and to get WLUSP back into sound
financial standing.
After auditing the books for the
2000-2001 fiscal year, Schall, along
with the WLUSP Board of
Directors, is planning to issue a
formal explanation to the adminis-
tration of the University, to explain
what happened last year, and to
outline what measures they have
planned to prevent the re-occur-
rence of such a problem.
The WLUSP Statement of
Operations as of April 30, 2001
shows a net loss of about $20,515,
compared to the budgeted profit
of $17,238.
Part of the loss is from an out-
standing payment transfer of
Student Activity fees from the
Students' Union, a sum of about
$5,574 that should have been
counted as an addition to the
budget last year. The treatment of
Depreciation Expense, a part of the
budget that Schall says has had the
same mistake made on it year after
year in the past, was by itself
$15,874 over the budgeted sum.
A large amount of the problems
have been directly tied to the neg-
ligence of Makwana. A number of
advertisements that were sup-
posed to run in the Keystone did
not, and WLUSP lost $6,440 in ad
revenue.
A portion of the cheques writ-
ten by students ordering a
Keystone was allowed to become
stale-dated, resulting in a loss of
$4,456. Late sales invoicing cost
another $2,000, while interest and
penalty expenses for late filings
and payments by WLUSP amount-
ed to a $1,066 loss. Combined with
these losses was the additional
$2,500 cost of hiring Collin
Barrows Chartered Accountants to
help sort out the books, an
expense that is not normally
required. All told, the report holds
Makwana accountable for a loss of
$16,462, of which it is expected
$6,440 will be recovered this year.
To prevent this from happening
again, the WLUSP administration
has promised to put a number of
controls in place. An auditing sys-
tem, following a simplified form of
what was done by Collin-Barrows,
will be done on a monthly basis by
a Finance Committee appointed by
the Board and at arm's length from
the VP: Finance. The hiring process
for VP: Finance, in past years mere-
ly an interview process, will be
revamped. Candidates for the posi-
tion will in future be given a test of
their abilities. As well, a training
manual to help future VP: Finances
perform their duties is being devel-
oped by Schall.
When asked if he thinks
enough changes have been made,
Schall replied he is "satisfied that it
shouldn't happen again." He also
said he foresees a gain of $12,000
for WLUSP.
In regards to responsibility for
the debacle, Ellis believes that
Makwana was at fault, but WLUSP is
a corporation, and has to take
responsibility for what happens
within it. Schall believes that in the
past year there was "maybe a bit
too much trust."
WLUSP Board meetings are
open to the public, and are held at
5:30 on Thursdays. Location is vari-
able, but can be found posted on
the WLUSP office door by 5:20, also
on Thursdays.
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VP: Finance Eddy Schall (foreground) and President Chris Ellis "at work". Essentially, wicked, wicked
Growing at an incredible rate, Harry
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Not only could I ask him about anything in
philosophy and get an interesting response,
but he also had good suggestions of novels
for all occasions (for example Don Delillo's
White Noise for depressing times). In
return I gave him advice about his raspber-
ries,"
- "He was always so organized and on
top of things. It will take a while for it to
sink in, and it's a huge loss to the depart-
ment. He always had a kind word and was
quick to help when at all possible."
- "My whole experience with Graham
was very positive. He was always support-
ive, showing me the ropes to make me feel
at home. I was impressed with his organiza-
tion as chair and he always had everything
under control. Everyone respected him for
his judgement and caring nature, and
appreciated his unique sense of humour."
- "Graham was a courageous, honest
academic coordinator, and a good friend."
- "When people would ask me what phi-
losophy courses they should take, I would
say, 'any one that Solomon is teaching.'As a
teacher and a person, he was extremely
helpful and caring. He had such a positive
effect on my experience as a university stu-
dent. I feel lucky to have known him."
- By the time this goes to print, the visi-
tation and service will have passed by.
There is talk of holding a service at the
beginning of semester two, but so much is
going on right now that no date has been
confirmed.
Donations can be made to The Graham
Solomon Memorial Fund. Send to WLU
Development office, Attention: Marilyn
Field.
Safety ofwater supply questioned
Stefan Sereda
Water...would you dare to drink it?
Of course you would! You need
water to survive. However, more
and more people have recently
become skeptical of their drinking
water, and are taking extra precau-
tions before consuming it.
Canadians are testing, boiling, and
filtering the chunks out of their
water, and yesterday Laurier stu-
dents found out why.
Lecturing in the Paul Martin
Centre, guest speakers Susan
Koswan and Judy Greenwood-
Speers, the.
Deputy-Leader of
the Green Party
of Ontario,
addressed the
issue of poison in
the Canadian
water supply.
The event, enti-
tled "Water for
the 21st
Century," and put
on by the Environmental
Awareness Committee here at
WLU, provided a disturbing out-
look on the amount of pollution in
water systems throughout the
country, and raised concerns of a
worldwide crisis.
Koswan, a well-known environ-
mental activist and founder of the
Pesticides being
applied to lawns
and crops are
escaping into the
air, and into
Ontario's water
systems.
Dandelion Festival and G.R.O.U.P.
(Get Rid of Urban Pesticides),
spoke on the issue of pesticides
contaminating water in Ontario
and the harmful effect that this has
on humans and wildlife. She joked
that her organization's goal is "get-
ting people's lawns off drugs," and
noted that 7,000 licensed pesti-
cides are marketed in Canada,
whose deadly chemicals are not
tested or even acknowledged by
Ontario's Ministry of Agriculture.
Koswan's chief concern was
that pesticides being applied to
lawns and crops are escaping into
the air, and into
Ontario's water
syst e m s .
Pesticides, which
contain ingredi-
ents such as
formaldehyde
and sulphur, have
recently been
linked (but not
limited) to such
afflictions as
Attention Deficit Disorder, skin dis-
eases, and asthma.
Koswan also reported that pes-
ticides have also been found in the
amniotic fluid found in the wombs
of pregnant mothers, even in
regions such as the Arctic where
pesticides are not used, which
indicates that the level of pesticide
in Canadian water systems is
extremely high, and spoiling some
of the world's most pristine bodies
of water.
The second lecture, by Judy
Greenwood-Speers, explored the
depths of political and industrial
ecological violations in Ontario.
Greenwood-Speers, who spoke at
the Walkerton Inquiry and co-
founded H7ALT (Highway 7
Alternatives) as well as the 7
Generations Network, noted that
Canada has eight of the twelve
largest lakes in the world, and "a
lot of responsibility."
However, she was disturbed
that the Canadian government has
identified sixteen points in
Southern Ontario's water system
as "areas of concern."
Greenwood-Speers blamed the
contamination on large industries
which use the Great Lakes as a
"giant toilet system," and on politi-
cians who are unwilling to stop the
dumping of waste, examine these
water systems or enforce their own
federal laws regarding the capping
of wells in order to prevent poi-
sonous substances from entering
Canada's water supply.
"What we are doing is a geno-
cide in many areas of nature
through our complacency to
reelect politicians," she said. While
many people ignore the idea that
the environment can be changed
for the better, the speaker cited
China as an example of progress,
pointing out that their government
took measures which reduced
their greenhouse-gas emission by
fifteen percent.
While Canada's contaminated
water has been linked to high rates
of cancer, E. coli, diabetes, as well
as the deaths of large numbers of
fish and birds, and experts at
McMaster are blaming the water
for an estimated 7,800 accelerated
deaths this coming year, the gov-
ernment is doing little to remedy
this situation.
Greenwood-Speers called for
an increase in environmental
activism, and stated "Just because
a problem is big doesn't mean you
can ignore it."
[T1 take "Potent Impotables" for $500, Alex.
Matthewcade
Tooker at critical mass
Political activist
speaks to students;
students ride their
bikes
Brent Reaney
Upon taking over two lanes on King Street
during rush hour last Wednesday, a group of
sixty cyclists involved in this year's first
Critical Mass bike ride managed to slow traf-
fic to a crawl from Bricker Avenue to past
University Avenue.
Compressing from two lanes to one at
Bridgeport Road and King Street, the group
was met with an assortment of hand gestures
from passing automobile drivers as they con-
tinued to make their way up King Street to
Kitchener City Hall.
The purpose of the ride was to promote
the bicycle and public transit as viable means
of transportation, while making people think
twice about driving their cars for short dis-
tances.
After the riders reached City Hall, envi-
ronmental activist and special guest Tooker
Gomberg addressed the group, urging his
audience to "keep an eye on what they're
doing inside those buildings and see how
they're making their decisions," as he ges-
tured towards City Hall.
Running on an environmentally focused
platform, Gomberg finished second in the
Toronto Mayoral Election this past year.
David Suzuki called Gomberg "one of the
few politicians I have met who has a deep
understanding of the environmental and
social justice issues that confront us today."
Well respected within the environmental
community, Gomberg has spent time work-
ing on issues of urban health and sustain-
ability, transportation, city design, energy
conservation and waste management.
Speaking from his experience as a City
Councillor in Edmonton, Gomberg talked
about the lack of municipal funding for envi-
ronmental initiatives saying "there's lots of
money that's being spent in the city. It's a
question of priority."
Gomberg feels strongly about the use of
community activism to help further environ-
mental goals.
"It starts right here in our streets, with
people talking to their neighbours, mobiliz-
ing other people and pushing for change,"
said Gomberg when asked how the average
citizen could affect the municipal political
process.
After arriving in Kitchener-Waterloo that
morning, Gomberg took part in a "parking
space take over" at Waterloo Town Square,
organized by the Environment Club, then
spent the afternoon in lecture and discus-
sion with Laurier students before riding in
the Critical Mass bike ride.
Started in San Francisco in 1992, the
Critical Mass has grown to be held at differ-
ent locations around the world. The Laurier
Environment Club now holds 4 or 5 of these
events every year. The Critical Mass was
entered in the K-W Santa Claus parade last
year, and plans to enter this year's event as
well.
WE'RE
NOT
SURE.
COME
BY
AND
MANEESH
WILL
GIVE
YOU
A
HUG
Cyclists .steel their nerves, preparing to enter the flow of automotive traffic
In memory
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"We're working hard to get an
agreement," said Lorimer, who
also foresees the possibility of
reaching an agreement in the next
ten days or so "if everything goes
well."
Despite his optimism, howev-
er, he also confirmed that if the
university and WLUFA are unable
to reach an eventual agreement, a
strike has not been ruled out as a
possibility.
The Cord was unable to reach
chief negotiator for the university
and Dean of Business and
Economics, Scott Carson, for
comment before deadline.
Students walk for peace
Stefan Sereda
If you happen to be walking up
University Avenue and wondering
"Who wrote 'Bread Not Bombs' on
the sidewalk?", you should know
that Abbie Hoffman had nothing to
with it. Neither did Bob Dylan, and
John Lennon was only involved in
spirit. Truthfully, the slogan was
written by a student activist walk-
ing from Wilfrid Laurier University
to the University of Waterloo for
peace.
Last Thursday, approximately
fifty students and community
members were seen taking it to the
streets for a peace walk not only in
protest of the bombings in
Afghanistan, but also in sympathy
for the victims of the September
11th attacks and the civilians who
have lost their lives as a result of
"America's New War." Armed with
banners, signs, chants, speeches,
an acoustic guitar and one very
effective megaphone, the students
marched to the University of
Waterloo and back.
Unlike the demonstrations of
the 1960's (or those that took place
last spring in Quebec), this protest
was greeted with honking car
horns instead of riot police, and
the man who came out of his
house in pajamas was shaking his
fist in approval, not as a way of
coercing the protestors to get off
of his lawn. Still, despite their high
level of enthusiasm, the activists
were unable to convince anyone
passing by to join them by singing
"Give Peace a Chance."
Upon arrival at the University
of Waterloo, both the organizer of
the rally and Dr. Peter Eglin made
speeches to the crowd and to some
nearby UW students. These
speeches expressed the group's
message that "the best security is
peace...world peace is what the vic-
tims of September 11th deserve to
have accomplished in their name."
On behalf of the group, their
organizer also stated "we condemn
all situations in which civilians are
killed for the values and actions of
their government."
With signs that read "make bet-
ter foreign policy, not war!" and
chants that asked "Why do children
have to die?" the aim of the group
was to pressure Canada's leaders to
help find a diplomatic solution to
America's present conflict, and to
condemn any violent acts used to
achieve political ends. The group
also expressed dissatisfaction with
the way the media hypes up mili-
tary action, and used their demon-
stration to attract television crews
to an event that advocated peace
and diplomacy.
WE'RE
NOT
SURE
ABOUT
THIS
ONE
EITHER.
WANT
A
HUG?
Disagree? Present them with a witty rejoinder while speeding by in
your car like all the intelligentsia do.
Faculty talk
dollars
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Universal Bus Pass Survey (UPASS)
To all Laurier students who were contacted vfa their
University e-mail accounts regarding a survey on opinions about the
proposed UPASS (Universal Bus Pass):
If you have answered the sur\ey. lhank you. Your input
will help the Student's Unioj||gpScide on the best next step.
If you have not yet answ'eref the survey - please take the
ten minutes it requires, if you possibly can. For an accu-
rate cross-section of student opinion, as many responses
as possible are needed.
Shane Dixon
Project Manager
Survey Research Centre
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« Complete 25-Hour Seminar Packages
* Proven Test-Taking Strategies
* Personalized Professional Instruction
* Comprehensive Study Materials
* Free Repeat Policy'
■ Simulated Practice Exams
■ Personal Tutoring Available
i Thousands of Satisfied Students
Oxford Seminars
1-800-269-6719
(416)924-1240
ESI. Teacher Training Courses
■ Intensive 50-hour TESL courses
* Classroom management techniques
» Detailed lesson planning
* Skills development: grammar, pronun-
ciation, speaking, reading and writing
■ Comprehensive teaching materials
■ Teaching practfcum included
* Listings of schools, agencies, and
recruiters from around the world
For More Info Contact Oxford Seminars:
i -800-269-67 112 9 / 416-924-3240
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Essential outdoor clothing from Sierra Designs. Designed
to keep you warm, dry and comfortable in any conditions,
so you can perform better than ever before.
Ziplock baggie ofall things bad
THEFT UNDER $5000 1300-1330 HRS TUE
OCT 30/01
Person(s) unknown entered an unattended
office at 202 Regina and took the occupant's
wallet.
THEFT UNDER $5000 WED OCT 31/01
Person(s) unknown stole an employee's
purse while it was unattended at the Tim
Horton's outlet in the Science Building.
FIRE DEPT RESPONSE 2030 HRS THU NOV
01/01
The fire department was called after an
alarm in Conrad Hall was activated. The
cause of the alarm was a pot of food on a
stove that was left unattended.
NOISE COMPLAINT 0145 HRS FRI NOV
02/01
An officer responded to a complaint of some
individuals outside Willison Hall being loud.
The individuals were spoken to and left the
area.
FALSE FIRE ALARM 0050 HRS SAT NOV 03/01
Person(s) unknown caused a fire alarm in
the Nichols Centre by activating a pull sta-
tion. The fire department responded and
found everything to be in order. The pubs
were closed for the duration of the night.
MISCHIEF 0115 HRS SAT NOV 03/01
Person(s) unknown threw a billiard ball
through a window at Leupold Residence.
CAUSE DISTURBANCE 2310 HRS SAT NOV
03/01
Officers attended lot 3 in response to a
report of a fight. Several people were identi-
fied as being involved. The matter will be
forwarded to the Judicial Affairs Council.
MISCHIEF 0220 HRS SUN NOV 04/01
Person(s) unknown broke a window in
Willison Hall and a mirror in the washroom
of the 3rd floor.
MISCHIEF SUN NOV 04/01
While on patrol, an officer found that some-
one had broken the plastic cover over the
Wall of Memories index.
FIGHT 0630 HRS SUN NOV 04/01
An altercation took place between two room
mates at Bricker residence. The matter is
being dealt with by residence staff.
Let this be known: ifI catch you perpetratiri.
I will not hesitate to take you down, brotha
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A failure to communicate
Is it too much to ask for a simple phone
call when a relationship is headed for
the rocks? Call me crazy. Call me weird.
Call me high maintenance. Whatever
you decide to do, just CALL ME.
I'm sorry if I sound derogatory or
just plain rude. But I can't even begin to
describe the rudeness that I have
encountered in the relationship sphere.
I speak from a female perspective, but I
realize that the party on the receiving
end can come in either a male or female
package.
Being on the receiving end is no fun,
no matter who you are or what your
story may be. What bewilders us all is
making sense of how someone with
whom you were once involved in a rela-
tionship can virtually disappear into the
clouds. And I must comment that the
tendency to vanish seems more com-
mon among males than females. Maybe
it has something to do with the well-
known fact that females are better com-
municators than males. I was under the
false notion that the less-skilled commu-
nicators were still communicating, if not
as effectively.
Recent experience has left me to
believe that some like to eliminate the
communication process entirely. You
know, like dropping off the face of the
earth. We females may indeed be better
communicators, but is that really so
much to be proud of?
I cannot understand how some peo-
ple choose to handle matters of the
heart. What prompts such a complete
lack of effort to provide closure to a sit-
uation gone awry? It won't go away, so
why would you choose to simply not
confront it? Maybe you don't want to
end things completely, because to do so
We females tend
to be better
communicators,
but is that realty
so much to
be proud of?
would mean that the door is forever
closed. And who wants to do that?
Simply turning your back on the door
could leave it open for some possible
future opportunity. Right? Wrong.
It is hardly humane to treat someone
with such disrespect, especially some-
one that you claimed to have cared
deeply about. It goes back to the 'treat
others how you would like to be treat-
ed.' I don't think it's too much to ask.
What does it take anyway? A little nerve
to pick up the phone, drop an e-mail,
send a pigeon, I don't care how you do
it. Just do something. If there's anything
I absolutely hate in this world, it is a
coward. They are everywhere, but rela-
tionship cowards are the worst.
My story gets better. An e-mail does
arrive three weeks after the phone calls
stop. Yes, three weeks after the last
phone message. More nerve than I
thought, but much too late to really mat-
ter. Where does he get off trying to jump
back into the picture after so long? As
Toni Braxton would say, and as we all
should commit ourselves to saying, "He
wasn't man enough then, and he sure
isn't man enough now!"
To make matters worse, you finally
start to move on with your life, meeting
new people and retaining confidence
that not everyone will treat you in a sim-
ilar manner. But any glimpse of hope
you had comes crashing down in the
face of harsh reality. The new object of
your affection places a four hundred dol-
lar bet that he can get a piece of you by
the end of the night. He falsely tells
everyone that this actually occurred.
And you don't even get a cut of the
money.
Isn't life grand?
Mariana Hrkac
Sports Editor
The opinions ©pressed in this editorialare those of
the author and do not necessarily reflect those of
the Cord Staff, the editorial board, WUJSPorWLU.
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A Tribute
An enigma wrapped within an enigma,
Graham Solomon was, from almost any
angle; in essence a typical philosophy
professor. Dressed brazenly (I'll never
forget the day he wore the same
Converse running shoes as me),
Professor Solomon exhibited a cerebral
and quiet exterior that was a mixture of
gruffness and shyness. He was a stereo-
type, the kind one easily envisions when
they think of someone involved in a
field as quizzical and challenging as the
philosophy of formal logic. But at the
same time, he flew in the face of what
we came to expect of him. He
approached his work like we all wish we
could.
In meetings and most situations,
Professor Solomon was sarcastic and
impatient, almost to a fault. Yet it mani-
fested itself in the cute, disorganized
way that you come to expect from
someone who sees the world differently
than most people. In other words, his
unique disposition betrayed all of the
parts of him that we hold dear: creativi-
ty, a willingness to put important feel-
ings aside in the name of higher learn-
ing, honesty, consistency and patience.
He never hesitated to help me with a
problem I had in his course, and he was
always willing to listen to any questions.
And he would answer them patiently - a
quality that has become rare these days.
As a teacher and ardent supporter of
such a field as formal logic, Dr. Solomon
was difficult to know, but only because
what he knew was so difficult.
Blair Miller
Compassion
I concur that the events of September
11th were tragic. I am not glad that peo-
ple were killed, but it is not as if this is
the first time something of this nature
has transpired.
In Iraq in 1991, a US warplane hit a
bomb shelter in Baghdad, resulting in
the deaths of 800 to 1,000 women and
children. In Sudan in 1998, American
warplanes destroyed Sudan's largest
pharmaceutical plant. Twenty to thirty
thousand casualties were estimated. Last
year in Uirkey, a US ambassador com-
pared the genocide of Armenians at the
hands of the Turks to a "UFO sighting."
The number of Armenians who found
this amusing? About the same number
of Holocaust survivors who laughed
through Schindler's List.
How are any of the above any differ-
ent from September 11th? Why all the
international support for American mili-
tary action, when every other time
something like this happens, it becomes
forgotten almost immediately? American
life is worth no more than Sudanese,
Iraq; Armenian, or any other kind of life
for that matter. Why does every
American president seem to define ter-
rorism as something bad that happens
to a white person living in a
First/Second world nation? It is truly a 1
sad thing that there is no good answer
to this question.
Matthew Michels
Recycle... Now!
This is addressed to all the bottled
water and coffee drinkers at Laurier. If
you are someone who purchases bottled
water on a regular basis and does not
reuse the bottle, please reconsider, or at
least recycle. Place your empty bottle in
with the cans and help reduce waste on
campus.
For all you coffee drinkers out there,
who don't bring your own mugs, please
consider the option of doing so. You
may be interested to know that you can
save four cents on coffee at Tim
Hortons, five cents on a large coffee at
the Dining Hall, and twenty-four cents
on coffee at the Second Cup in the
Concourse if you bring your own mug.
Also, there is an enormous amount
of garbage generated every day at WLU,
and it would be great if coffee drinkers
would do their part to cut down on
waste and make the campus a cleaner
place. Please, do yourselves and our
campus a favour and make a little effort
for the environment.
Marianne Lee
Environmental Awareness
Committee
A Remembrance
This is probably the twentieth time I've
started this tribute to Dr. Graham
Solomon. His death was a shock to me.
He made a huge difference in my life
and helped me to set my goals for the
future. I had been in to see him a week
ago about which schools I should apply
to if I wanted to specialize in formal
logic. He welcomed me with a smile,
and a quip, and a voice that reminded
me of Ben Stein. I'll never forget his
smile, his humour, or his voice.
I met Graham this time last year,
when I entered his course on formal
logic. He taught me a lot that year. He
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 7 2001
6
taught me how important inde-
pendent thought is. "Who wants
another Bob (Dr. Litke) or Rocky
(Dr. Jacobson)? He said this to me
the last time I saw him, encourag-
ing me to take as many courses,
with as many different professors
as possible.
I respected him as a professor,
liked him as a person and valued
him as an advisor. I wish I had the
words to tell everyone how good
he was, how much he was appre-
ciated, and how much he will be
missed,
Michael Overholt
No Room At The
Inn
Where has it all gone? I ask this
question everyday, as I walk the
campus in search of a place to
study, A lot has changed since
the Laurier ambassador that came
tii my high school stressed
Laurier's small community as its
biggest asset. As 1 continue to
walk in search of a temporary
place to study, 1 try to rationalize
the reason why there is more
room at Fiasco's on a Saturday
night than there is mi the Laurier
campus.
I understand that recent
changes in Ontario Secondary
School regulations and policy
have forced the University's hand.
Upon further thought I wonder
why Laurier cannot make it hard-
er for potential students to
receive acceptance. I understand,
sadly enough, that the almighty
dollar makes the world go 'round,
but has it erased the ideas of
prestige and pride? Has our
space to studybeen subsidized
for room in the pockets of the
"suits"?
Well Mr. Suit, can I have some
of my money back because my
opportunity to study and learn is
being hindered? Let's make a
deal. Take some of my money out
of your oversized pockets and let
me study in there, whaddya say?
My feet hurt from walking the
school twelve times over, my
stomach aches of complaining,
and my head hurts from the
thought of thinking anymore. I'm
going home.
Joe Manocchio
A Response
I would like to extend a sincere
thank you to the author of "Men
In Tights" (Oct, 24) for affirming
the hard-to-have-faith-in princi-
ples apprehended in moments of
clarity. Within the social realm,
these conceptions of love as an
eternal synchronizing guide for
humanity, tend to be lost as inter-
action is facilitated by a move-
ment towards more superficial
topics. The seemingly pervasive
nature of these social customs
caused me to intensely doubt
those things that I had known
with great certainty.
And 1 may have abandoned my
faith in the powers of the uni-
verse, if it were not for the stern
reprimand that your opinions pro-
vided, Now, I am obviously being
quite dramatic but the moment 1
read your exposition, the only
thing I could think was that what
you wrote was wrong and that my
beliefs were not that far fetched.
Your article was so unsubstantial
that it could not have been
inspired by anything, except the
marketing plans developed by
those sitting behind long board
room desks trying to determine
the most covert way to swindle
people out of their money
and,ultimately, their freedom.
So while you are chasing the
unattainable carrot and straining
your eyes in the hopes of catch-
ing a glimpse of skin, I will be at
the buffet of humanity sampling
every distinct and delicious dish
of individuality. Peace.
Fraser McDonald
Ignorance
A couple of weeks ago, I attended
a seminar at Laurier about differ-
ent religious perspectives con-
cerning the concept of "tragedy
and hope." What began as a
friendly summation of each reli-
gion transformed into a debate on
the situation in Afghanistan.
I suggested that if we wiped
out Osama bin Laden without
understanding why these attacks
occurred, we would be vulnerable
to more attacks from those who
share bin Laden's views. I suggest-
ed that perhaps the United States
should further assess its foreign
policy such as the current eco-
nomic sanctions against Iraq.
Changing such policies might pre-
vent further terrorism.
Almost two months after the
WTC disaster, people continue to
hold unjust grudges against a reli-
gion that had nothing to do with
the attacks. With the ignorant arti-
cles and comments that continue
to be published, the hope of com-
bating prejudice against Islam
remains a challenging task.
Justin Hasan
Higher education? Says who?
Sean GeobeyCall me criminal and pass the hem-lock, but lately I have been won-
dering exactly how "academic" our
academic institution really is. I
know you are all reading this and
thinking "I thought being academ-
ic meant being totally irrelevant to
the real world." I will admit that if
you were to follow that logic, good
old WLU has impressive academic
credentials. Sadly, that is not what
1 mean in this particular case.
You see, back in the day when
the Iliad topped the hip-hop
charts, being an academic meant
challenging popular convention
and searching for truth. Now
"challenging convention" involves
applying Marxism to any social
phenomenon under the sun. Marx
has been dead for almost one hun-
dred and twenty years. Am I the
only person who has noticed that
this has really slowed down his
publishing?
Furthermore, although I must
proclaim my deep love for the field
of economics, I occasionally won-
der whether using complex terms
to describe simple concepts
increases the bulk of knowledge,
or is it knowledge's bulkiness? No
matter how many times I go to the
Centre Spot to buy Gobstoppers, I
can still never quite view my pur-
chase as being a utility-maximizing
transaction.
Higher education
should be about
critical thinking.
You may be asking how this is
actually a critique of out" university
rather than simply a string of flip-
pant observations about academia
in general. Well, the truer my flip-
pant observations sound, the
worse a job our university is doing.
Higher education should be
about practicing critical thinking
and expanding our horizons. For
some reason I do not think
Socrates was executed for giving
his followers endless multiple
choice tests, although he would
have deserved execution if he did.
What he was executed for was the
corruption of the youth. He cor-
rupted the young by encouraging
them to ask questions.
While wandering around in a
toga making fun of people is not
really the norm nowadays, we
should still be asking difficult
questions and finding difficult
answers. Yet finding an undergrad-
uate student at Laurier working
with a professor on a publishable
study is about as easy as finding a
student wandering around in a
toga making fun of people.
Maybe I am a little envious of
my peers at universities like
University of Toronto, McGill, or
Queens who have the opportunity
to work on great research projects.
Then again, maybe I just think that
my university contains some of the
brightest minds in the country and
that they should be treated as
such.
Or maybe it's all just Greek to
me.
Scare Tactics
Amy Wright
Anthrax scares are popping up
across the country. Everyone is
losing it and paranoia is sweeping
the nation. It appears as though
media sensationalism may very
well be the source of our collec-
tive anxiety disorder.
Just a few days ago, U.S
Attorney General John Ashcroft
warned American and Canadian
citizens that we may soon become
the victims of an attack at the
hands of the Afghanistan military.
He chose not to state when such
an attack might possibly happen,
where it might happen, or how
one might prepare oneself for it.
Instead, he merely suggested we
go on living our everyday lives, as
per usual.
Our government is supposed
to offer guidance, stability and
protection during war times. But it
appears that it is the government
officials that are in fact causing
much of the unnecessary upset.
Irresponsibility on the part of our
government, coupled with the
greed of competing daily newspa-
pers, does not lend itself to
responsible journalism.
The media's portrayal of
Osama bin Laden makes Hitler
look like an angel. I find it quite
interesting that the four Toronto
dailies seem to select bin Laden's
most frighteningly sinister quotes
to be plastered on their front
pages. He has become more than
the man responsible for the war in
Afghanistan. He has become the
symbol of evil incarnate. And
eleven years ago, Saddam Hussein
represented this very same thing.
As papers are flying off the
Media
sensationalism is
the cause of our
anxiety disorder.
newsstands, we live and breathe
the fear of attacks on our freedom.
The media is supposed to serve as
a watchdog; often keeping our
government in check. Instead of
jumping all over each other in an
attempt to be the first to release
an unsubstantiated quote, perhaps
our media should remember upon
what principles it is founded-
tenets such as validity, accuracy,
objectivity. Such principles have
ceased to matter as we face the
impending wrath of the dark, evil,
dangerous Osama bin Laden. Have
I scared you yet? I guess my work
here is done.
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Remembering Dr. Solomon
Asad Kiyani
The sum of my experience with Dr. Graham Solomon,
who passed away last week, doesn't do him justice. It
does, I hope, show a little bit about why he was such
a good teacher.
Dr. Solomon was a Philosophy guy, but he didn't
teach the flashy stuff. He wasn't the Existentialism
Guy or the Moral Issues Guy. Balding, with slightly
bleary eyes and those dark-rimmed glasses, he was
definitely the Logic Guy, the Philosophy of Science
Guy.
The Philosophy of Science,
held in the mid-afternoon of sec-
ond-year, right after a good
lunchtime, was the most dreary of
classes. My mind often wandered,
then faded and finally shut down.
Dr. Solomon's quiet monotone
didn't help either.
Once, sitting in the first row of
a two-row class, I fell asleep. I slept
until two minutes after class had ended. I woke up
and it was empty except for Graham, who was busy
packing all his overheads up. Even though I knew it
was university and professor tolerated lateness and
slack in all sorts of ways, I figured I was toast. This sin
seemed unforgivable.
As I stirred, Graham looked up at me and kind of
smiled that wry smile of his. He caught me before I
could speak. "You know, I really don't mind if you
sleep in my class. It's just that I'm sure there are more
He gave me
everything I needed
to make a decision,
then left me to
make it.
comfortable places to do it."
He wasn't being sarcastic, although he might have
had a laugh at the panic he knew I was feeling in my
head. He was sincere about it. More importantly, he
trusted me to make the right decision, whether it be
to sleep at home or in his class, to pay attention or
drop the class or just go through the motions. He
gave me everything I needed to make a decision, then
left me to make it.
There was no judgement or suggestion or implica-
tion in his tone. Just the suggestion, "I know you're
better than passing out in my class.
Show me." It's a day I'll never for-
get because that day, in such a sim-
ple way, Graham showed me what
a quality professor and person he
was.
Graham wasn't the most
popular of teachers, because his
scholarly interests were different
from that of most students. Nor
did his dry sense of humour, which
never let you entirely know if he was laughing with or
at you, make him less intimidating. But he was one of
the best loved teachers.
He was one of the finest teachers I had. He was
incredibly intelligent, ridiculously funny, helpful and
welcoming to students. Best ofall, if you got past your
preconceptions and presumptions long enough to
take a chance on him, he would take a chance on you,
and that was what made him such an amazing profes-
sor.
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 7 2001
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Maneesh says I look too nice in this photo to have a grievance. I say SCREW him.
Maybe if everyone looked this nice when they were complaining, the world would be a
better place. That said, this week's grievance is directed at the Laurier Bookstore.
When I tried to return a twenty dollar book that I had bought accidentally, unopened,
let alone used, I was informed that the period for returns had expired. Instead it was
suggested that I come back at "book buy back time" where I would get exactly $2.25 for
this book. I paid $20. I bought it accidentally. I've never used it. Even if the Bookstore
re-sells it as used book, it will be for a hell of a lot more than $2.25. This is why the
Laurier Bookstore has become the target of my first grievance and why I will now boy-
cott them for the rest of my university career.
SEE LAURIER'S CHILD PERFORM THEIR HIT SONG
"I'm A Survivor and Getting the Latest
Survivor 2 News @ www.ciubiaurier.ca"
Visit ClubLaurier.ca for all the latest in depth coverage of the
Survivor 2, with interviews, pictures, and video clips of all
that is going on . See whom of the 16 contestants wins the
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Laurier's Child will not be performing on ClubLaurier.ca. If the band does exist please contact us.
ClubLaurier.ca
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GET THE KEYSTONE
YEARBOOK ORDER FORMS AVAILABLE AT THE STUDENT PUBLICATION
OFFICE IN THE FNCC BUILDING, THIRD FLOOR
BUY IT NOW FOR ONLY $ 3 0
!!! P RI C E GOES UP JAN 1 5 2002!!!!
(QJJANTITY IS LIMITED)
KEYSTONE, GOTTA GET THAT KEYSTONE KEYSTONE
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AIDS crisis grows in Africa
After defeating apartheid South Africa battles AIDS
Jeffrey Kroeker
The AIDS epidemic is sweeping
through the African continent at
rates unprecedented for any com-
municable disease.
Particularly hard hit is the
Republic of South Africa, though
some believe that this is the case
only because South Africa is one of
the few African nations keeping
tabs on the spread of the disease.
Sample studies within South
Africa have indicated the infection
rates of AIDS from as low as 25% to
as high at 50%.
Worst hit is the black popula-
tion, who for years, under the
policies of apartheid were unedu-
cated, and thus
received no pub-
lic information of
how the disease
spread.
In fact, the
apartheid
regimes thought
that by not edu-
cating the black
population about
the disease their
position of power
was reinforced.
However,
even after the apartheid regimes
were forced out, the past two
South African governments
refused to acknowledge that AIDS
even existed, thus further com-
pounding a rampant infection rate.
South Africa's President Thabo
Mbeki went so far as to say at an
AIDS conference hosted in Durban
that "there is no proof that HIV
In South Africa,
HIV/AIDS now
surpasses all
other forms of
death combined,
including that of
old age.
causes AIDS." His comments
dumbfounded an audience of med-
ical researchers from around the
world.
It was not until that conference
in 2000 that any reasonable sum of
money was made available to pro-
vide public awareness campaigns
to educate the masses about both
the dangers of the disease and
practicing safe sex as a means to
help curb the epidemic.
Having spent a short time in
the province of Kwazulu Natal, I
witnessed numerous occasions
where reports of infections were
so commonplace in daily conversa-
tion that discussion around the
topic had an air of acceptance
rather than hor-
ror.
If one wished to
define horror,
one need look no
further than
infection rates
and their corre-
lating statistics.
While publicized
figures indicate
infection rates of
one in five, offi-
cials within the
South African
government have repeatedly been
found interfering in data collection
and preventing the publication of
results.
Independent AIDS research
organizations have conducted sev-
eral massive sample collection pro-
grams and have found that the
rates of infection in both rural and
urban areas are substantially high-
er than the government is report-
ing.
It is believed that the govern-
ment is witholding the infomra-
tion, in an attempt to avoid embar-
rassment due to their lackluster
handling of what has grown to be
the worst disease outbreak ever.
Within sub-Saharan Africa,
some 13 million people are now
infected. Estimates indicate that
some 40 million people will be
infected with HIV/AIDS by 2010.
South Africa's portion of that esti-
mate will be around 20 million, or
about half of its population.
International aid agencies are
reporting that infection rates in
some towns are nearing 100%,and
that babies born with AIDS some
two decades ago are now having
children of their own. These chil-
dren are also infected with the dis-
ease, signaling the first full cycle of
the disease through a generation.
The result of these massive
infection rates is not only cata-
strophic with respect to personal
and human dimensions, but the
societal impact is enormous.
South Africa is facing the oblitera-
tion of two entire generations.
The backbone of a growing
democracy and an emerging nation
is a sound public education sys-
tem. While North Americans strug-
gle to retain teachers for reasons of
compensation, the Kwazulu Natal
provincial ministry of education is
losing 15-25 teachers a week due
to death from HIV/AIDS.
The deaths are so traumatic on
students that education boards are
transferring teachers regularly dur-
ing the middle of the term, so stu-
dents will never know whether
their teacher died or was trans-
ferred.
The United Nations is now
more heavily involved, because the
situation as a whole is becoming
bleaker by the day.
In South Africa, HIV/AIDS now
surpasses all other forms of death
combined, including that of old
age. In sub-Saharan Africa, the UN
is estimating that roughly 7,000
people are dying of HIV/AIDS per
day, of which, 3,800 are in South
Africa.
These rates of death alone will
collapse the South African econo-
my, which is arguably one of the
strongest in the continent.
Moreover, the massive rates of
death will distort a rich national
history, orphan thousands of chil-
dren, and set back nearly all of the
gains the country has made since
the end of the apartheid era.
The HIV/AIDS pandemic has
created a negative population
growth rate that is unsustainable.
The average life span of a South
African citizen some 10 years ago is
now halved.
The problem has reached the
point where government min-
istries are created for the sole pur-
pose of preparing to count the
dead and bury bodies.
The AIDS cri-
sis in Africa has
the potential to
kill more people
in 10 years than
both world wars
combined. The
situation is fright-
ening. However, a
small group of
young leaders
within universi-
ties seem ready
to assume the
challenge of leadership.
Sepiwhe Uma, the student
president at the University of
Natal, Durban, said that "South
Apartheid regimes
thought that by
not educating the
black population
about the disease
their position
ofpower was
reinforced.
Africa will suffer greatly, learn
much from our mistakes, wipe
away the tears... and carry on."
In ten short
years, South
Africa has rewrit-
ten their destiny
and come a long
way from the
days of
apartheid.
Seemingly
though, a new
oppressor, called
HIV/AIDS is once
again tyrannizing
them.
Let us hope that South Africa is
able to battle against this new
oppressor and regain control of
their own destiny.
FILE
PHOTO
South African President Thabo Mbeki's AIDS comments cause concern
FILE
PHOTO
Women encourage discussion at the 2000 AIDS conference in Durban,
South, Africa
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The Cord's
International Notices
1) Thursday, November Bth, Zoraida Bonilla of Nicaragua and the
Association for People's Development will be speaking to the Global
Studies Club and other interested members of the Laurier community.
Topics of conversation will likely include upcoming elections, aid work
following Hurricane Mitch and challenges relating to droughts and
floods in different areas of the country. The talk begins at 7 pm in Woods
2-205.
2) There will be a Holocaust Memorial and Education Night on Tuesday,
November 13that 7 pm in the Paul Martin Centre, Speaking at the event
will be Holocaust Survivor Judy Cohen. The UW and WLU Jewish
Students' Associations are hosting the event titled "From Generation to
Generation. For more information email jewish@calum.uwaterioo.ca.
The Cord encourages and needs submissions to this
magical box of international information.
Examples of suitable submissions include guest
speakers, trips to conferences and other
opportunitiesfor students with
an international focus.
Please forward suggestions to the International Editor's mailbox in
the WLUSP Office on the 3rdfloor of the Union Building or e-mail
events to <john.carlaw@wlusp.com>
Rise of the Taliban
A look at Afghanistan's history
Kiran Kharaud
Groups that would one day form
the base of the current Taliban gov-
ernment have been important
players in Afghanistan for cen-
turies.
Taliban means "students of
Islam," and the history of these
'students' can be traced back to
the ethnic group known as the
Pashtun.
We will follow the Pushtin's
path since the inception of the
Afghan state in order to consider
the formation and subsequent rise
of the Taliban.
There are four ethnic groups
that can be identified in
Afghanistan: the Pashtun (Sunni
dominated), the Tajik, the Uzbek,
and the Hazara (Shiite dominated).
1995 population statistics indicate
that the Pashtun make up 50%, the
Tajik 26%, and the Hazara 7% of
the Afghan population.
These ethnic distributions help
us to understand
the social and
political dynamics
of the country, as
well as regional
divisions within
Afghanistan.
Throughout
Afghanistan's his-
tory, the Pashtun
people have held
great political
influence and
power. From the
beginning of the
state to the rela-
tively recent rise of the Taliban,
there is a noticeable pattern of the
Pashtuns being politically domi-
nant for long periods, though
there have been some interrup-
tions.
The Pashtun established the
state of Afghanistan in 1747, and
enjoyed rule for over 200 years.
The period from 1747 to the pres-
ln 1994, a
movement that
began as small
group of religious
students began
to attack local
warlords ... it
is here that the
Taliban emerged.
ent can be broken down into four
eras: the time of the Durrani
Empire from 1747-1818, that of
1818-1880, where a decentralised
but ethnically homogeneous
Afghanistan existed, and from 1880
to the 1950's where the centraliza-
tion of the modern Afghani state
occurred. Lastly, the current peri-
od, 1992 to the present, is the time
of the Taliban.
During the time of the Durrani
Empire, the Pashtun were the
backbone of the military. Rather
than having a full military force,
King Abdur Rahman (1880-1901)
relied heavily on the Pashtun.
King Rahman moved some
Pashtun tribal groups into the
northern area of Afghanistan for
protection and expansion of his
Empire, which helps to explain
current strong Taliban support in
some northern areas.
The Pashtun displayed their
physical strength by becoming the
main law enforcers in the peripher-
al areas of the
Empire.
Their strengths
were acknowl-
edged through
preferential
treatment which
included lower
taxes and more
land.
All the Kings of
Afghanistan have
been Pashtun,
except for a brief
time in 1929.
In 1893, the
Durand Treaty was signed between
Britain, India and Afghanistan. This
treaty resulted in the Pashtuns
exercising greater self-govern-
ment.
Since that time, the Pashtun
were influential militarily and polit-
ically, to the point where they were
essentially governing themselves.
However, during the creation
of the modern Afghan state, a con-
stitution was drafted in 1964 where
all ethnic groups were granted
equal privileges. This resulted in a
shift of power away from the
Pashtun majority for the first time.
On April 27th, 1978,
Afghanistan underwent a revolu-
tion and brutal war that resulted in
the People's Democratic Party of
Afghanistan taking power.
This reign was short lived, how-
ever, as on December 24, 1979 the
Soviets invaded and the country
was placed under communist rule.
The turbulent political atmos-
phere of Afghanistan took another
turn in 1988 when Mikhail
Gorbachev announced the with-
drawal of Soviet forces, which took
place February 15th, 1989.
Though the Soviets had
retreated, the Afghans remained
under communist rule until April
of 1992. When the regime of
President Najibullah collapsed, the
Pashtuni suffered a great political
loss which led to another shift of
power, as the regime was over-
thrown by the Northern Alliance,
also known as The Rabban-Masoud
resistance (an alliance of ethnic
minorities).
However, Afghanistan became
the scene of conflict for central
power again, as strong ethnic divi-
sions and regional powers present-
ed themselves as warlords, result-
ing in an anarchic state of affairs.
This time period became a crit-
ical juncture for the Pashtun to
recover their dominance, though
their population now made up less
then 50% of the Afghan popula-
tion. Many had migrated into other
countries such as Pakistan.
In 1994, a movement that
began as a small group of religious
students began to attack local war-
lords in Qandahar of southern
Afghanistan and it is here that the
Taliban emerged.
These students came from
existing tribal groups within the
Pashtun. They gained influence
when it emerged as a force that
united different groups. They
brought strength in their leader-
ship and had an edge by virtue of
being the largest ethnic group.
From November 1994 to
February 1995, they gained control
of ten Pashtun provinces, and in
September 1996 the Taliban had
control of two-thirds of
Afghanistan, including the capital
city of Kabul.
This is significant because they
had removed the authorities that
had defeated the Soviets in the
1980s.
Afghanistan lacked, and still
lacks, a central governing authori-
ty. Since the collapse of commu-
nism and the emergence of war-
lords, the country has been
plagued with conflict, regional divi-
sions and ethnic heterogeneity.
The Taliban's rise is a reflection
of the disordered political and
social climate. Their power is
dependent on the absence of a
central governing authority and
the use of religion as a political
tool.
However, seeing that they have
managed to obtain control of 95%
of the country, one cannot under-
estimate the power of regional
organization. Given this decentral-
ization, they may prove a difficult
group to displace by any means.
FILE
PHOTO
Taliban Education Minister and top spokesperson Amir Khan Muttaqi
World Watch
Singapore
Singapore's ruling People's Action Party
won its ninth straight term in Saturday's
election, capturing all but 2 of the 84 seats.
The PAP victory was an expected result
as the weak opposition ran candidates in
only 29 ridings. The PAP has monopolized
parliament since independence in 1965,
while the opposition has claimed that the
party has redrawn electoral maps, estab-
lished "winner take all" multi-seat ridings
and requires a 17,100 (US) deposit per seat.
In Singapore, all adults are required to
vote but only one-third of the voting popu-
lation had any real voting power, due to the
55 uncontested ridings.
Ireland
Protestant moderate David Trimble will get a
second chance to return as head of
Northern Ireland's power-sharing govern-
ment on Monday, after pro-peace parties
struck a deal aimed at outmaneuvering his
hardline opponents.
Under the deal, Alliance members will
temporarily join pro-British "Unionists" to
outvote the Protestant hard-liners who
rejected Trimble's First Minister re-election
bid on Friday.
Trimble won 70% of the votes cast on
Friday in the assembly, but opposition from
smaller Protestant parties hostile to the
Good Friday Accord impeded the formation
of a majority. The "Unionist" Alliance votes
should be enough to tip the balance in
Timble's favour.
Japan
In a move that might isolate the United
States, Toyko is preparing to ratify the Kyoto
global warming pact, even without the
world's biggest economy and polluter.
Environment Minister. Yoriko Kawaguchi
would unvail Japan's decision when she vis-
its the US on Monday.
If Japan, Russia, the European Union and
some Eastern European nations agree, they
would make up the needed 55% of 1990
greenhouse gas emissions needed to ratify
the Kyoto agreement, even without the US.
The United States had signed up to Kyoto,
but President Bush abandoned the agree-
ment saying the goal of cutting emissions
would hurt America's economy.
Cuba
Hurricane Michelle was set on Sunday to
slam into Cuba, where more than a half mil-
lion people were evacuated in preparation
for potentially the worst storm to hit the
Caribbean's largest island in over a half cen-
tury.
Michelle, which has gained enough
speed and power to be called an "extremely
dangerous" Category 4 hurricane, has
already killed 10, left 26 missing and made
thousands homeless in Central America.
Cuba's Weather Institute said Michelle's
eye, averaging speeds of approximately 225
km/h, would pass over the Isle of Youth, off
Cuba's southern coast, and then head over
the mainland.
Compiled by Chris Scriven
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I life • tn h 
By now you hilVe all heard different issues and opinions about life in Afghanistan. You have heard 
about the Taliban, the women, the poli-
tics, or lack thereof- but how much do 
you really know? How informed are you 
to make an intelligent and educated 
opmwn on anything concerning 
Afghanistan? 
How much do you know about 
Islam, Afghanistan's religion for 99% of 
its population, and how women are 
regarded in this religion? Do you know 
the main forms of Islam practiced in 
Afghanistan are Sunni Muslim and Shi'a 
Muslim? Do you know how the Taliban 
became the governing party over the 
country and what its connections are to 
Osama bin Laden? 
To begin with the basics, the capital 
of Afghanistan is Kabul. The country is 
located in Southern Asia with 647,500 
square km of landlocked ground and a 
population of about .26 million people. 
Compare that to Canada. We have a 
population of about 31.5 million people 
covering 9,976,140 square km of land. 
To put that in perspective, that would 
be roughly 85% of the population of 
Canada living in Manitoba. 
Afghanistan celebrated its 
independence from the United 
Kingdom who controlled over Afghan 
foreign affairs on August 19, 1919 and 
celebrates Independence Day on 
August 19th. The terrain consists mostly 
of rugged mountains, plains in the 
north and southwest, and 30,000 square 
km of irrigated land. Natural hazards 
consist of flooding, droughts and dam-
aging earthquakes. In 1998, Afghanistan 
experienced a devastating earthquake 
that killed over 4,000 people, destroyed 
villages, and left thousands of people 
homeless. 
The official languages of 
Afghanistan are Pashto and Dari, which 
is Afghan Persian and usually used for 
government and business dealings. The 
average life expectancy is 47 for men 
and 45 for wom_en. The literacy rate for 
the total population is 31.5%, with the 
majority being men since women are no 
longer allowed education under Taliban 
rule. 
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An Afghan boy crosses the desert on a donkey. 
The country is extremely poor, with 
a high dependence on farming and live-
stock. Two decades of war have left the 
country with more of a focus on politi-
cal and military efforts rather than a 
focus on the economy. Many inhabi-
tants suffer from lack of food, clothing, 
from the years of war. In December 
1979, the Soviet Union invaded 
Afghanistan as part of its efforts to 
spread the Communist regime to other 
countries. During the same year, Noor 
Mohammad Taraki was killed by his 
close advisor, Hafizullah Amin. Taraki l had become presi-housing and med-1 
ical care. The country is 
extremely p<:x:>r, with 
a high dependance 
on farming and 
livestock. Two decades 
of war have left the 
country with more 
of a focus on 
The exports 
of the country 
total $80 million, 
which is small, 
compared to 
other countries. 
For example, 
Canada's exports 
total $272.3 bil-
lion with imports 
totaling $238.2 
billion. 
Afghanistan's 
imports only total 
$150 million. The 
industries consist -t-
of small-scale pro-
dent of the 
Revolutionary 
Council and Prime 
Minister of the 
country in 1978. 
During his brief 
stay in power, the 
country experi-
enced numerous 
anti-Communist 
revolts that Taraki 
was unable to con-
trol. Amin took 
the place of 
Taraki, and was 
believed to be an 
the political 
and military 
efforts rather than 
the economy. 
-!-independent 
ductions of textiles, soap, furniture, 
hand-woven carpets, natural gas, and 
oil. Agricultural industries consist of 
wheat, fruit, nuts and wool. 
There are also numerous land-
mines scattered across the country, left 
nationalist, 
despite having Soviet connections. 
Once the Soviet Union realized this, he 
was assassinated along with his associ-
ates during the invasion of Afghanistan. 
His successor was Barak Karma!, who 
remained President until 1986, when 
e 
18. ee 
ti t n 
the Soviets grew tired of him and 
replaced him with Dr. Najibullah 
Ahmadzai. Najibullah was made the 
head of KHAD, the military intelligence 
of the country, and was known for his 
brutality. He remained president until 
the Mujahedin (Afghan rebels) defeated 
him in 1992. He then took refuge in the 
UN compound in Kabul. When the 
Taliban troops captured the city in 1996, 
they executed Najibullah and his broth-
er and hanged their bodies in the center 
of the city. 
From 1988 to 1989, Afghanistan 
defeated the Soviet Union and total 
withdrawal of the Soviets took place on 
February 15, 1989. 
Osama bin Laden aided Afghanistan 
in the fight against the Soviets. In the 
September 24, 2001 issue of the 
Canadian version of Time magazine, it is 
reported that bin Laden raised money 
for the Afghan rebels. He also brought 
in some of his family's bulldozers to dig 
trenches for the rebels. 
Later, he began to build the train-
ing camps that prepared rebels to fight 
against any outside influences who 
were, or are, deemed to be of a corrup-
tion to Muslim states. Bin Laden was 
reportedly eager to help Afghanistan 
because he saw the Soviet presence in 
the Muslim country of Afghanistan as an 
insult. 
His anger was fuelled years later 
when Saudi Arabia refused the help 
-offered by bin Laden for his rebels to 
fight when Saddam Hussein invaded 
Kuwait at the beginning of the Gulf War, 
but rather invited the United States to 
come fight. Bin Laden viewed the 
American presence in Mecca and 
Medina as yet another insult. 
The Taliban militia was created in 
1994 as a political party. The Taliban is 
headed by Mullah Omar, though some 
doubt his existence since he is rarely 
ever seen in public. The Taliban is only 
officially recognized by Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates as 
legitimate rulers of the country. The 
name Taliban comes from the Persian 
plural of the Arabic word 'talib', mean-
ing student. 
Their main opposition is the 
United National and Islamic Front for 
the Salvation of Afghanistan (UNIFSA), 
w h i c h  i s  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n c o r r e c t l y  i n  w e s t e r n  m e d i a  
a s  t h e  N o r t h e r n  A l l i a n c e .  
B y  1 9 9 6  t h e  T a l i b a n  h a d  c a p t u r e d  t h e  c i t y  o f  
K a b u l .  D u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  y e a r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  w o m e n  
w e r e  i m p l e m e n t e d .  T h e y  w e r e  o r d e r e d  t o  b e  f u l l y  
v e i l e d ,  n o  l o n g e r  a t t e n d  w o r k ,  o r  g o  o u t s i d e  a l o n e .  
M e n  w e r e  a l s o  o r d e r e d  t o  g r o w  b e a r d s .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  
t e n s i o n s  r o s e  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  a s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
a c c u s e d  P a k i s t a n  o f  a i d i n g  t h e  T a l i b a n .  I n  1 9 9 8 ,  t h e  
T a l i b a n  c a p t u r e d  M a z a r - e - S h a r i f ,  a n d  l a t e r  m a s s a c r e d  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  c i v i l i a n s .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  l a u n c h e d  
c r u i s e  m i s s i l e s  i n t o  A f g h a n i s t a n  h o p i n g  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  c a m p s  r u n  b y  O s a m a  b i n  L a d e n ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  
f a i l e d  t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l .  
I n  M a y  2 0 0 0 ,  t h e  T a l i b a n  t o r t u r e d  a n d  k i l l e d  c i v i l -
i a n s  i n  t h e  R o b a t a k  P a s s  ( t h e  b o r d e r  b e t w e e n  B a g l a n  
a n d  S a m a n g a n  p r o v i n c e s ) ,  a n d  i n  J a n u a r y  o f  t h i s  y e a r  
t h e y  t o r t u r e d  a n d  k i l l e d  e v e n  m o r e  i n  a n o t h e r  p a r t  o f  
t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n  M a r c h  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  T a l i b a n  
d e s t r o y e d  a n c i e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  s t a t u e s  i n  t h e  K a b u l  
M u s e u m ,  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t e s  i n  G h a z n i ,  a n d  b l e w  u p  t h e  
g i a n t  B a m i y a n  B u d d h a s  f r o m  t h e  5 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  
S e p t e m b e r  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  u p  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e y  
h a v e  h a r b o u r e d  O s a m a  b i n  L a d e n ,  d e s p i t e  w a r n i n g s  o f  
w h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  r e l e a s e  h i m  t o  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  
W o m e n  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  a r e  s u p p r e s s e d  u n d e r  t h e  
T a l i b a n  r u l e ,  t h o u g h  t h e  T a l i b a n  s t a t e s  t h a t  w o m e n  w i l l  
o n l y  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  u n t i l  t h e i r  p a r t y  h o l d s  a  s a f e  p o s i -
t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e y  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  p o w e r  o v e r  
9 0 %  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  
W o m e n  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  v o t e ,  r e c e i v e  a n  e d u c a -
t i o n ,  h a v e  a  j o b ,  o r  g o  o u t s i d e  a l o n e ,  a n d  m u s t  w e a r  a  
b u r q u a ,  w h i c h  c o v e r s  t h e m  f r o m  h e a d  t o  t o e  w h e n  
t h e y  a r e  o u t s i d e  t h e  h o u s e ,  a n d  a r e  n o t  t o  b e  s e e n  
i n s i d e  t h e  h o u s e  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e  b y  p a s s e r s - b y .  T h e  
T a l i b a n  s a y  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  i s  j u s t i f i e d  u n d e r  t h e  I s l a m  
r e l i g i o n .  
I s l a m  i s  a  v e r y  p e a c e f u l  r e l i g i o n ,  w i t h  m a n y  
p r o p h e t s  s i m i l a r  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e y  r e c -
o g n i z e  J e s u s ,  A b r a h a m  a n d  M o s e s  a s  i m p o r t a n t  f i g -
u r e s .  T h e y  a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  n o  g o d  b e f o r e  
G o d  ( A l l a h )  a n d  t h a t  M u h a m m a d  i s  H i s  p r o p h e t ,  
w h i c h  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  t o  b e  n o  
A n  A . f g h a n  g i r l  a w a i t s  h e r  f a m i l y  a t  a  r e f u g t • e  c a m p  
i n  P a k i S t a n .  
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M e n  i n  K a b u l ,  A f g h a n i s t a n ' s  c a p i t a l ,  p u r c h a s e  H o u r  a t  a  m a r k e t .  
g o d  b e f o r e  G o d .  W h i l e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  v i e w s  J e s u s  a s  t h e  
M e s s i a h ,  J u d a i s m  v i e w s  J e s u s  a s  a  p r o p h e t ,  j u s t  a s  
M u h a m m a d  i s  v i e w e d  a s  a  p r o p h e t  t o  b e  r e s p e c t e d  
a n d  a c k n o w l e d g e d .  
T h e r e  a r e  F i v e  P i l l a r s  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n .  T h e  
f i r s t  i s  ' T h e r e  i s  n o  G o d  b u t  G o d  ( A l l a h )  a n d  
M u h a m m a d  i s  t h e  p r o p h e t  o f  G o d ' .  T h e  s e c o n d  i s  t o  
p r a y  f i v e  t i m e s  a  d a y .  P r a y e r  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  a r e  
a t  d a w n  b e f o r e  t h e  s u n  a s .  c o m p l e t e l y  r i s e n ,  n o o n  o r  
e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n ,  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n ,  d i r e c t l y  a f t e r  s u n s e t ,  
a n d  a t  n i g h t  b e t w e e n  d a r k n e s s  a n d  d a w n ,  u s u a l l y  
a b o u t  t w o  h o u r s  a f t e r  t h e  s u n s e t  p r a y e r s .  
T h e  t h i r d  i s  a l m s g i v i n g .  Y o u  a r e  t o  g i v e  a  p o r t i o n  
o f  y o u r  w e a l t h  t o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  l e s s  t h a n  y o u  d o ,  o r  
d o  a  f r i e n d l y  g e s t u r e  f o r  y o u r  n e i g h b o u r .  T h e  f o u r t h  i s  
t h e  f a s t  o f  R a m a d a n ,  a  l u n a r  m o n t h  o f  a b o u t  2 8  d a y s  i n  
t h e  M u s l i m  c a l e n d a r  w h e r e  y o u  a r e  n o t  t o  e a t  o r  d r i n k  
b e t w e e n  d a y b r e a k  a n d  d a r k ,  b u t  r a t h e r  d e v o t e  t h i s  
t i m e  t o  p r a y i n g  a n d  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  r e l i g i o n .  
A f t e r  s u n s e t  d u r i n g  R a m a d a n ,  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  
u s u a l l y  d i n e  t o g e t h e r  o n  t r a d i t i o n a l  R a m a d a n  d i s h e s .  
T h e  f i f t h  i s  a  p i l g r i m a g e  t o  M e c c a ,  t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  
M u h a m m a d .  I f  y o u  c a n n o t  g o ,  f o r  w h a t e v e r  c i r c u m -
s t a n c e s ,  y o u  a r e  e x e m p t e d ,  b u t  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  c a n  g o ,  
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l .  
W o m e n  h o l d  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  p l a c e  i n  I s l a m .  
W o m e n  a r e  t h e  o n e s  w h o  r a i s e  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  
M u s l i m s  a n d  a r e  c r u c i a l  a s  e a r l y  s o c i a l i z e r s  a n d  e d u c a -
t o r s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  T h e i r  r o l e  h a s  a  l o n g  l a s t i n g  e f f e c t  
o n  t h e  b e h a v i o u r ,  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  n e x t  
g e n e r a t i o n  o f  M u s l i m s .  
I n  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  I s l a m ,  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  
w o m e n  s c h o l a r s  w h o  w e r e  o f  g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  
I s l a m i c  w o r l d .  F o r  i n s t a n c e  A y i s h a ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  
M u h a m m a d ,  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  f e m a l e  
s c h o l a r s  o f  t h e  t i m e .  M a n y  w e r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  g o  t o  
h e r  f o r  g u i d a n c e  a n d  l e a r n i n g  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  d u t i e s .  
W h i l e  m e n  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  u p  t o  f o u r  w i v e s  i n  t h e  r e l i -
g i o n ,  i t  i s  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  d o  s o  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  
w i d o w s  a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  d e s -
t i t u t i o n .  
I t  i s  a l s o  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  i f  m e n  h a v e  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  
w i f e ,  t h e y  m u s t  t r e a t  a l l  t h e i r  w i v e s  e q u a l l y ,  e m o t i o n -
a l l y ,  f i n a n c i a l l y  a n d  i n  e v e r y  o t h e r  a s p e c t ,  a n  a l m o s t  
i m p o s s i b l e  t a s k .  I s l a m  i s  t h e r e f o r e  r e a l l y  o n l y  e n c o u r -
a g i n g  m a r r i a g e  t o  o n e  w o m a n .  
T
h e  Q u ' r a n ,  t h e  h o l y  b o o k  o f  I s l a m ,  a l s o  s t a t e s  
t h a t  w o m e n  a r e  t o  b e  t r e a t e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t ,  k i n d -
n e s s  a n d  j u s t i c e ,  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  w o r k ,  
o w n  p r o p e r t y  a n d  c a n  h a v e  w e a l t h .  T h e s e  r i g h t s  a r e  
t h e  s a m e  b o t h  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  m a r r i a g e .  
T h e  t w o  f o r m s  o f  I s l a m  p r a c t i c e d  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  
a r e  S u n n i  M u s l i m  a n d  S h i ' a  M u s l i m .  S u n n i  I s l a m  i s  
p r a c t i c e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  b e l i e v e  t o  b e  p r a c t i c i n g  t h e  
c o r r e c t  f o r m  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n ,  a n d  i t  i s  p r a c t i c e d  b y  
8 5 %  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  9 0 0  m i l l i o n  M u s l i m s .  
T h e  r e l i g i o n  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  b y  a  g r o u p  o f  l e a r n e d  
s c h o l a r s  w h o  b a s e  t h e i r  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Q u ' r a n  a n d  
t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s ,  o n  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  c o m p a r i s o n .  T h e  
e m p h a s i s  i s  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  F i v e  P i l l a r s  o f  I s l a m  a n d  a  
f o r m a l  s t y l e  o f  d e v o t i o n .  I t s  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  p u t  a l l  o f  l i f e  
u n d e r  G o d  a n d  t h e  Q u ' r a n .  S u n n i  I s l a m  i s  s e l f - g o v -
e r n e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  e a c h  M u s l i m  c o u n t r y .  
S h i ' a  M u s l i m s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a f t e r  M u h a m m a d ' s  
d e a t h  t h e r e  w e r e  I m a m s ,  d i v i n e l y  a p p o i n t e d  a n d  
a u t h o r i t a t i v e  t e a c h e r s  o f  M u s l i m  w h o  w e r e  t o  g u i d e  
t h e  r e l i g i o n .  T h e  f i r s t  w a s  A l i ,  M u h a m m a d ' s  c o u s i n ,  
f o l l o w e d  b y  A l i ' s  e l d e s t  s o n ,  H a s a n ,  a n d  t h e n  A l i ' s  s e c -
o n d  s o n ,  H u s a i n .  S h i ' a  f a i t h  p u t s  m o s t  o f  t h e  e m p h a -
s i s  o n  H u s a i n ,  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  m o s t  t r a g i c  a n d  w o r t h y  
f i g u r e  o f  t h e m  a l l .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S h i ' i t e s ,  M u h a m m a d  
a p p o i n t e d  A l i  a s  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h .  A n  
I m a n  i s  a  s u c c e s s o r  o f  A l i ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  
b e  w i t h o u t  s i n  a n d  a r e  t h e  o n e s  w h o  a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  
t h e  p r o p e r  f i g u r e s  t o  g o v e r n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n .  
I n  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  t h e  c u l t u r e  c o n s i s t s  o f  m u s i c ,  
p r o v e r b s ,  s h o r t  w i s d o m  s t o r i e s ,  a n d  p o e t r y ,  w h i c h  a r e  
r e f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e  A f g h a n  t r a d i t i o n .  T h e  t r a d i t i o n  w o u l d  
e s s e n t i a l l y  b e  a  p e a c e f u l  o n e ,  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e  M u s l i m  
t r a d i t i o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w a r s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  u p h e a v a l s  
h a v e  d i s r u p t e d  l i f e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  P e r h a p s  s o m e  t i m e  
i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  A f g h a n i s t a n  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  r e s t o r e  
i t s e l f  t o  a  c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  c i v i l  s t r i f e ,  p o o r  e c o n o m y  
a n d  u n j u s t  g o v e r n m e n t  m a n a g e m e n t .  
§  
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The Look ofLaurier, part 1
The Cord explores the most common items found on WLU students.
Siobhan Bhagwat
Laurier is full of people with their own unique sense of style. Unfortunately, whenever you
want to photograph one of these people they go into hiding. So we went on a mission to
find them. It was difficult but we found them. We also found the people who represent the
type of clothing we boring people wear, meaning the people with no creativity. Okay, so
maybe I'm just talking about myself but we've got most of the styles covered. We have made
an effort, we've searched, we've photographed, and now we'll write about the wonderful
world of fashion at Laurier.
Piercing is a wonderful trend, and I admire the many
people who allow someone they don't know
to use needles to punch holes through
them. Did I mention I have a fear of
needles? This is obviously not just a
craze since it has been an ongo- ,
ing attraction with many people.
Who says we haven't changed
the world - would our parents
have done this? We have even
become more creative with
our piercing - nose rings have'
taken a new shape!
Some people opt to not get
another piercing after their first.
Instead they use colourful earrings
or different styles. In fact, some peo-
ple use Christmas lights to add the
colour to their earlobes. Frankly this trend
scares me since I cannot begin to imagine the
pain these people go through for fashion, and yet
some of them dare to ridicule women who wear high heels,
Kristin Heinrichs and Dianna Harleib decided to
show off their school spirit by wearing the
ever popular Laurier bag and sweatshirt.
At Laurier people love to don their
school wear. In fact, if you casually
wander through the school (it's not
my fault I have no life) there are so
many people wearing one of the
favoured tops. The shirts can be
seen in many different colours and
styles, all bearing a similar logo.
Purple and Gold seem to be the
preferred colours of the vast major-
ity. If students were given the
choice I'm almost certain that we
would be drowned in a sea of purple
and gold due to the popularity of this par-
ticular fashion.
Visors. What can I say? They're everywhere.
everyone has one. they're like I.aurier
sweatshirts. Actually most people wear
them together. Visors, like Laurier
clothing, come in different styles
and colours. They are popular,
and can be found anywhere. We
are thankful to Steve for allow-
ing us to photograph him, i
since he was making a great
Laurier fashion statement.
Steve is not only wearing his \
visor but he also wore his
trendy black - rimmed glasses.
This accesory is extremely popu-
lar among the student body. If you
are going to get a pair of glasses your
best choice would be to purchase a pair
r
i I r
of theses trendy eyeframes.
It's everywhere, everyone has one, and it's in every
class! It's the famed Tim Horton's. Everyone, at
one time or another, has held one. It does
not matter who you are or what you do,
because you know you have given in
and had something from Tim
Horton's. It's inevitable, you can't
, turn around without confronting
one of those brown paper cups.
They are everywhere and are
loved by everyone. They are an
amazing source of caffeine and
I
w
yes, it counts as a food group.
Caffeine is an amazing booster that
Ms a part of our daily lives and is a
must have for late night studying,
early mornings, mid - morning, early
afternoon... well you get the idea. No lam
not addicted, just because I'm going to get
one right now and already I can't remember how
many cups of coffee I've had already this morning,
but this doesn't make me addicted!
Most of the time you can find business students
roaming around in their suits but on cer-
tain days (like when you want their
photos) they disappear off the face
of the campus. But we uncovered
three wonderful people who
decided to share their fashion
with us. The wonderful rela-
tionship between business
students and business suits
has not been traced to any
particular source, but we are
trying to find out if there is a \
cause or if it's just the way the
world works. We're trying to find
out the cause and will keep you
posted on our progress. We will dis-
cover the cause of this - it has now
become an obsession. If anyone has any
information, please contact us,
The infamous David Wellhauser allowed
himself to be photographed for this
fashion page. This guy has the most
eclectic sense of style. Today, as
i you can see, he is wearing a safety
\ vest and shirt with streaks that
I shine when they catch the light.
3 There is no way that he can be
' compared to any other person
when it comes to fashion. David
wears almost everything there is to
wear, and still manages to look as if
he belongs on the campus. David can
be seen wearing anything from a cowboy
hat to a suit.
I'd just like to thank all the people who allowed us to photograph them and have some fun
with them. I'd like to thank all the little people, without you I couldn't be here; and to all
the different fashions out there and the people who share them with the world. Thank you
all for everything.
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Days of the New
111 (or Red)
Days of the New's third L.P., clever-
ly entitled 111 or Red, for the colour
of [he C.D. casing is another ven-
ture into the group's attempt at
breaking into mainstream music.
The songs are heavy on the
acoustic guitar giving them a mel-
lowed-out feeling, despite the
band's seeming attempt to look
like a hardcore teenage angst- rid-
den band.
Travis Meeks, the lead singer,
sounds a whole lot like former
Soundgarden front man Chris
Cornell, but can't quite seem to
put the same life into his lyrics as
Cornell. Many of the songs open
with Meeks seemingly trying to
raise the listener into a frenzy for
the song, shouting "yeah! yeah!
Come on! Whoooooaaaaa!" and
the likes. You can imagine, I am
sure. Suffice to say, I didn't find
myself in the worked up frenzy like
he wanted. Opening this album is
"Hang on to This," which isn't too
bad, but the instruments seem to
bog down the level of emotion
Meeks' voice is trying to put
across, seriously cutting down the
potential the songs could reach.
Closing the album is the song
"Dancing with the Wind." All I can
say about this song is that it brings
to my mind images of the music
video for Men Without Hats' song,
"The Safety Dance." The song is
like a modern day attempt at bring-
ing back medieval folk songs which
are not in today's society for a rea-
son. Perhaps the band was going
for a Metallica sound by adding
horns and other symphonic
aspects, but I disagree with their
use of tubas to create this feeling.
Bah, the song leaves a terrible
aftertaste in your ears no one
should ever have to suffer.
In conclusion, the considera-
tion of purchasing this CD should
be kept short like this review and
end in your moving along to the
next one available.
Andrew Stewart
Hefner
Dead Media
In the days where Michael Jackson
can spend $20 million, Hefner
manages to make an album that
will turn heads for only a fraction
of the cost through their 'all-new'
analog sound. English translation:
10-fi is cool again, let's be 10-fi
while we still can.
It's ironic that Hefner make use
of long forgotten instrumentation
to record Dead Media. The analog
synths do give warmth to the
songs, but feel forced on a few
tracks. There's a difference
between making a statement and
being stubborn - Hefner walks the
line with great carelessness.
In reality they do care about
you the fan. For example, they usu-
ally play two shows in each town,
one show that concentrates on
each of their albums. Its like a
choose your own adventure, onlv
it's more like choose your own set-
list. How cool is that?
The first single, "Alan Bean" is
not fit for radio consumption, it's
far too spacey for the average top
40 listener.
In the grand scheme of things
Dead Media is a pop album, and
the most predominate song is
"Trouble Kid," a track with a suede
sounding vocal infused with repet-
itive power pop sound.
Hefner's new collection of
songs about the disaffected youth
of today are something we can all
identify with. Dead Media is a very
suiting title - it's so 10-fi it hurts.
And that's a good thing.
Lan Lochbiler
By Divine Right
Good Morning Beautiful
When taken at face value, BDR fall
into the endless indie rock cliche.
By simply viewing the video for
their mainstream rock break-
through track "Come for a Ride",
from 1999's Bless this Mess album,
you immediately expect a 10-fi
messy rock show where you can't
leave without a fresh sample of
saliva on your stubbly chin. Good
Morning Beautiful is where these
awkward comparisons end.
This album is textured beyond
any of the band's previous efforts,
and reflects not only the maturity
of singer/songwriter Jose Miguel
Contreras, but also the 'new band'
energy that has recently infected
BDR.
Opening with the soulful
melody of "Dedication," and
thrusting enthusiastically into
"Supernatural" (the first single), it
is evident that this is much more
than a three-chord rock album.
The sun-stroked power pop
that BDR are known for isn't far off
though. "Soul Explosion" gets your
feet tapping, and "Stella Heart
Ocean" echoes a 54-40 style
groove. The punchy trumpet lines
of "Sweet Lovin'" show a Lou
Reed/Motown influence, exhibiting
the growth ofa talented songwriter
who is constantly pushing new
boundaries. Angels harmonic pro-
gressions show again that in Jose's
mind psychedelia isn't far off.
Although it's sad to say that
BDR will probably not make the
mainstream, earning their millions
alongside all the Backstreet Boy
bands of the world, it's refreshing
to see a Canadian band constantly
bucking the trends while produc-
ing solid, well rounded music.
"the spirit is the song of a heart
without wa115..."
Stuart Reed
The Headstones
Greatest Fits
At first glance, the new Greatest
Fits album is a cornucopia of great
songs. Looking closer, you begin
to wonder why such a well-known
band would bother to add two new
songs to a greatest album. Are they
losing their creative touch?
Greatest Fits in all honesty will not
be on your Christmas list if you
already a fan of the Headstones. It
has every beloved song the band
has put out with the exceptions of,
"Unsound," "And," "It's All Over,"
and "Hearts, Love & Honour."
The musical flow of the album
is commendable, moving in and
out of frantic riffs like within
"Smile & Wave," to softer sounding
ballads like "Three Angels." The
album cover is an ugly, angry red
and yellow vibe but once you've
accepted the grotesque realism of
the art, the liner notes and songs
will enhance your interest in the
band. Hugh, Tim, Trent and Dale
give short comments on each song
with some funny additions from
crewmembers.
For the big fan of the
Headstones this C.D. gets a big 5
out of 10. Who really wants to blow
16 bucks when you already have all
the songs? An idiot, yes an idiot!
Unless you're a bone-head who
buys singles. For the semi fan that
has one to two of their C.D's this
greatest hits package is worth the
cost (7 out of 10). It flows well and
will fit nicely into your long road-
trip collection of music. For the
"who are these Head people?" indi-
viduals, this CD gets a big 8.5.
Dara Hakimzadeh
Blu Cantrell
So Blu
You have probably heard the first
hit single off of this debut album
by Blu Cantrell, "Hit 'Em Up Style."
It has been receiving heavy rota-
tion on radio and video airwaves,
and deservingly so. It is at once,
original, hypnotizing, and funny.
She talks of how she got even with
a boyfriend whom she found
cheating, and does so with a
unique delivery and concept.
Blu Cantrell is "the real thing"
as her bio contends and this is
true, to a point. Yes, she can sing
with a soulful emotive quality. Yes,
she writes songs, and co-wrote
almost every song on this album.
But, outside of "Hit 'Em Up Style"
there is little originality here. She
falls into the very familiar, "you've
hurt me' 1 love songs. The songs on
this album aren't bad, Cantrell car-
ries her own well, but upon hear-
ing the first single I was expecting
more from this album.
The production is handled for
the most part by C. Tricky
"Stewart," and he provides - nice
soulful tracks that compliment Blu
nicely. "LA" JRied brings his direc-
tion to the project and serves as
executive producer on the album.
Overall, the tracks are well pro-
duced but for some reason, they
just don't coalesce into a memo-
rable album. Don't get me wrong,
it isn't a terrible album, it just isn't
great.
Blu can fit into the neo-soul
category but with so many artists
emerging as of late, I think she may
be destined to remain a one-hit
pop sensation that is destined to
fade into obscurity. That would be
a shame, because she has poten-
tial.
Uucon Valjean
Editor's Note-. Thank youAmanda/or being
herefor 15hours todayand for being our very
own "Greatest Fitz."
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As Canadian as Skid Row
Adam Clark
Jason Huth
"Hey ma, get off the dang roof, Big
Wreck's a coming ta town." That's
right kiddies, this Friday the 9th of
November, we WLU students shall
be graced with the presence of the
tour de force known as Big Wreck.
These four music college
dropouts will be bringing with
them their electric and progressive
rock sound for your listening
pleasure.
Hot off the western leg of their
North American tour, the boys will
be stopping at the Turret for a sold-
out show to promote their brand-
spanking new sophomore album,
The Pleasure And
The Greed. They
will be accompa-
nied by Alexandra
Slate. Original
opening band
Joydrop cancelled
their appearance.
Big Wreck have
been a staple of
modern rock radio
since their first sin-
gle "The Oaf (My Luck Is Wasted)"
was released in 1997. Since then,
they have had numerous hits
including: "That Song," "Blown
Wide Open" as well as current sin-
gles "Ladylike" and "Inhale."
They have been compared with
everything from Led Zeppelin to
Soundgarden, however their style
is still creative enough to be called
unique.
...it is clear
that the band
has high
ambitions
for the future.
Big Wreck's collective sound
originates from the formal educa-
tion they received at Berkley Music
College in Boston. It was there that
lan Thornley (guitarist and vocal-
ist), Dave Henning (bass player),
Forrest Williams (drummer), and
Brian Doherty (guitarist), began to
blend together as musicians. The
band decided it was best to pursue
their music careers outside of the
school environment, and were
quickly signed to Atlantic Records.
Their freshman album, In Loving
Memory 0f..., was released on Oct
ober 7th 1997, and received heavy
airplay.
The band toured for two years
promoting their album, creating
the strong fan fol-
[ lowing that they
enjoy today.
Four years later,
the band has fol-
lowed up with The
Pleasure and the
Greed, and has
again hit the road
to inject their new
I sounds into the
h minds of fans
everywhere.
The tour has focused heavily
on Canadian venues thus far, allow-
ing Thornley to return to his roots.
The Toronto native was given the
chance to perform in front of his
hometown fans on October 6th,
when Big Wreck brought a unique
musical experience to Roy
Thompson Hall.
Joining the quartet were the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra,
Japanese percussionist Uzume
Taiko, Le Cirque Eloize, 'Guitarist
Extraordinaire' Eric Johnson and
surprise musicians Robby Baker
and Paul Langlois of The Tragically
Hip.
The addition of these talented
musicians enhanced Big Wreck's
previous work and gave listeners,
as well as the band, a new experi-
ence to enjoy.
In a relatively short period of
time, Big Wreck has managed to
mature from a local Boston bar
band into a recognizable main-
stream group.
With two well-received albums,
a solid fan base, and the creativity
and drive to produce original and
unique music, it is clear that the
band has high ambitions for the
future. If they can stay true to this
current path, they may just suc-
ceed in carving out a distinct niche
in an industry known for trends
and followers.
FILE
PHOTO
Combining three Americans and one Canadian makes one gigantic supergroup of rock, commonly known as
Big Wreck. And here you were thinking that it was someone else.
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The silver lining
Despite losing goldmedal match, men's soccer qualities for National Championship
Wilbur McLean
Falling from cloud nine results in a
tremendous thud, a lesson
Laurier's men's soccer team dis-
covered this past weekend.
Laurier 2, U of T 1
At the OUA Final Four tourna-
ment in Toronto this past week-
end, the Hawks came up with an
incredible performance to defeat
U of T in extra time and qualify for
the CIS championships.
However, on Sunday in the
gold medal final, the team tripped
up and lost to the Waterloo
Warriors whom they had defeated
handily in two prior meetings this
year.
Laurier will now play in the
National Championship tourna-
ment, taking place this weekend in
Halifax, Nova Scotia.
In the OUA semi-final, WLU
found themselves up against a
tough squad from Toronto, who
finished the regular season with a
record of 8-2-2 and also had the
advantage of playing on their
home field.
The Hawks played with mid-
fielder Korido Doski in goal,
replacing OUA all-star Pieter
Meuleman, who was out with a
broken leg.
As expected, Doski looked hes-
itant early on and appeared reluc-
tant to make plays on balls around
him.
As the first half continued,
Laurier began to receive a number
of opportunities to score and
largely dominated the play.
However, it wasn't until the
4lst minute, when Wojciech Cwik
floated a ball to the far side of the
Blues' net and Joel Abwunza
punched it in, that the Hawks
found themselves on the board.
Laurier looked good taking a 1-
0 lead into the locker room.
Things quickly changed in the
second half, however.
In the 55th minute, Toronto
midfielder Tom Deklaj sailed a ball
into the far corner of the net from
five yards outside the Laurier box.
The ball was tipped while in the
air, putting it into the goal and
tying the score.
Laurier began to press, know-
ing they had to score and avoid
penalty kicks, because of the
team's goalie situation.
U of T goalie, Yuri Elkaim, who
plays professionally for the
Toronto Lynx of the A league,
almost single-handedly kept
Toronto in the game by making a
series of spectacular saves.
The game remained unre-
solved after regulation, sending
the match into the tiebreaker,
which consists of two fifteen
minute "golden goal" periods, fol-
lowed by penalty kicks.
Throughout the first extra peri-
od, Laurier continued pressuring
the Blues but were still unable to
put anything past Elkaim, sending
the game into the second fifteen
minutes of extra time.
In that period, with the game
into injury time, and the referee's
whistle preparing to blow, Laurier
careened a shot off the crossbar,
sending Elkaim diving out of the
play.
With the wide open net in
front of him, Abwunza headed the
ball into the open goal, giving the
Hawks the win and a ticket to
Halifax.
"I think we were a lot better
and better prepared," said
Abwunza, discussing his team's
confidence throughout the match.
"There was no time in the game
when we felt it wasn't our game
and I believe that's why we took
it."
Coach Mario Halapir, who took
over the team while Head Coach
Barry Maclean was in London for
the OUA final four with the girls'
team, described his team's play as
"tremendous."
Knowing full well that a let-
down was possible, the team head-
ed into the gold medal match
against the Warriors, a team the
Hawks defeated handily by scores
of 2-0 and 4-0 earlier in the year.
Waterloo 2, Laurier 1
The team started quickly as
only three minutes into the game,
Abwunza distributed a flawless
pass to Kenny Nutt, who beat
Warrior keeper Kyle Owens on the
far side.
With the early lead, WLU seem-
ingly fell into a comfort zone and
became lazy, lacking the intensity
to capitalize on the Warriors while
they were down.
Their lackadaisical play came
back to hurt them, as late in the
half Warrior defender Nicholas
Klassen curled a perfect free kick
from 25 yards out, sending the
game into the half tied at 1.
Midway through the second
half, Klassen and CIS soccer rules
would come back to hurt Laurier.
Klassen was pulled from the
game due to injury, but CIS soccer
regulations, which allows for a
player to be substituted in at any
point in the game, enabled
Waterloo to bring in Klassen for
another free kick, in a similar situ-
ation as the first goal he scored.
Klassen again curled a shot out
of the reach of Doski, handing
Waterloo the 2-1 lead, which the
Hawks would be unable to recoup.
After the game, Halapir dis-
cussed his disappointment with
the loss.
"How we prepared as a team
today, that was indicative of how
we played today. I'm not sure
everybody was ready to play a play-
off game.
"Yesterday we were ready,
today we weren't. We can't make
excuses," said Halapir. "We lost our
composure today, which is unusu-
al for our team. I think it's the frus-
tration of playing against a team,
perhaps you think you should
automatically beat.
"I hope the players learn from
that and learn there's no victory
that comes easily and you're not
going to win by just showing up."
CIS Men's Soccer Championship Preview
Pool A
Laurier
Regular Season: 9-1-0
Second OUA representative
Outlook: Loss to St. Mary's; Will
come away with bronze
St. Mary's
Regular Season: 12-0-1
Atlantic Provinces representative
Outlook: Homefield advantage
will bring them gold medal
UQTR
Regular Season: 7-2-3
Quebec representative
Outlook: No wins in tough pool
Pool B
Waterloo
Regular Season: 7-3-0
First OUA representative
Outlook: Easy division will allow
them to come away with silver
ÜBC
Regular Season: 5-3-4
Canada West Representative
Outlook: Fight with UNB for win;
Bronze medal match losers
University of New Brunswick
Regular Season: 7-2-4
Host representative
Outlook: Winless
The men's soccer team will be looking to return to their CIS gold medal glory this coming week in Halifax
Men's hockey stung by the 'Stangs
Colin Duffett
Last Thursday, the Laurier Golden
Hawks men's hockey team played
host to the number two ranked
Western Mustangs, in what turned
out be an entertaining and physi-
Western 4, laurier 1
cal contest.
Although the final score was
4-1 in favour of the Mustangs, the
game itself was fairly evenly
played. Both sides were able to
control the puck and create scor-
ing oppourtunities. the difference
being the goaltending of Western's
Mike D'Alessandro, who played a
strong game and kept the Laurier
offense off the score sheet for
most of the game.
Head coach Tony Martind.de
was pleased with the way his team
played, commenting after the
game that he believed that his
Golden Hawks played a tight
checking game and did a "pretty
good job down low."
With the additions of Nick
Vukovic and Bill Duncan, the
men's hockey team played a much
better game in their own zone giv-
ing up fewer scoring chances than
they did in previous games this
season.
The Western Mustangs showed
their talent early on in the contest,
scoring two goals in the opening
period. Both goals occurred on
scrambles in front of the net, with
the Mustang players having multi-
ple chances before finally deposit-
ing the puck in the net.
The lone Hawk goal came on a
beautiful play by first year stand-
out Kevin Corso, as he fed the
puck to his fellow winger Ryan
Gies for his first goal and second
point of the season.
The fans in attendance
Thursday night saw yet another
great performance by goalie
Brandon Sacco. Sacco has yet to
start a game where he has faced
fewer than 30 shots.
On Thursday, Sacco stopped
44 Western shots in a losing cause.
Sacco's play between the pipes has
been nothing but sensational, and
will be a key factor in any success
that l.aurier has this year in the
OUA.
After defeating Waterloo on
Saturday 4-3, the Laurier men's
hockey team has a week off to pre-
pare for a double header this
weekend against the 3-3 Lakehead
Thunderwolves.
Saturday's game will take place
at 7:oopm and Sunday's contest
will occur at 2:oopm. Both games
will be played at the Waterloo
Recreation Complex.
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Women's b-ball sets lofty goals
Mariana Hrkac
Women's basketball here at Laurier
has definitely taken a beating in
the last decade, both in terms of
wins and losses and in terms of
negative publicity. The team has
struggled year after year, but finally
a light has appeared in the distant
horizon.
Head Coach Stu Julius, now in
the third year of his reign, is feel-
ing the pressure of living up to the
standards he personally set for this
basketball program.
"We better make the playoffs
this year. No, actually, we better be
in the top half of our division,"
commented
Julius. "It's realis-
tic for us and
there's no excuse
why we can't be
there."
Upon his
signing on with
the Golden Hawk
team, Julius was
confident in his
ability to help
ignite a team that
was plagued by misfortune and
negativity. His declaration to
administration was the infamous
guarantee that the women's bas-
ketball team would visit the
National Championships within
five years.
For those who follow women's
basketball at all, it is known that
Julius was able to take the team to
the playoffs in his first year of serv-
ice. During his second year, the
team did not show any sign of
progress; in fact they regressed by
failing to qualify for the playoffs all
together.
So here we are wondering what
to expect of a team in its third year
of evolution and nowhere near its
mark, according to the five-year
Women's Basketball
Upcoming Schedule
11/9 WLU @ Queen's 6pm
11/10 WLU @ Toronto 6pm
11/16 Laurentian @ WLU 6pm
11/17 York @ WLU 6pm
11/21 Western @ WLU 6pm
11/24 Waterloo @ WLU 12 pm
1/5 Mac @ WLU 12 pm
1/9 Guelph @ WLU 6pm
plan set out by Julius himself.
Every year there is talk of an
improved team, the new recruits,
the lofty goals, the continuous
defeat, the same excuses, and so
on. How can there be an assurance
that this year will be any different
from the past two years? That the
team will not continue down the
same slippery slope of failure that
they have become accustomed to?
There is reason to believe that
things will in fact be different once
and for all. The main reason for
this year's potential is the actual
players that make up this year's
roster.
First and foremost is the gold
mine acquisition
of point guard,
Sarah Zagorski.
She joins the
Hawks after hav-
ing competed in
the Canada
Games as a mem-
ber of the
Canadian Junior
National Team.
Described as the
best point guard
in the country by Coach Julius, he
clearly has high hopes for Sarah to
be a major contributor for this
team. "It's a big load for her to
carry, but we'll see," said Julius.
Transfer Delicia Channer, joins
us from McMaster University, eager
to wear the purple and gold. She
brings skill and experience of the
game to the team. The only set-
back being that she will not be aca-
demically eligible until after
Christmas.
Channer's presence on the
court is eagerly anticipated, as she
will have an immediate impact due
to her previous experience and
successful track record in the
league.
Another rookie deserving men-
tion is 6'3" forward, Robin Roszell.
Deciding to graduate from high
school a year early, she is a barely
hatched Hawk.
Despite her tender age, she has
made the transition very well.
"She is a young player but a very
good player who finishes extreme-
ly well. We need that," said Julius.
Beth Dragon acquires rookie
status as she joins the Hawks, but
demonstrates fundamental skills
beyond rookie ranking. Hailing
from Sarnia, Beth has had exten-
sive playing experience over the
years, which has provided her with
a solid foundation of basketball
ability and knowledge.
Overall, the team is much bet-
ter off this year. "We are in better
condition, we're quicker and like
to run the ball, and we have depth
like never before," says Julius.
The only apparent weakness is
the teams' reoccurring inconsis-
tency issue. A common problem of
the past, hopefully the team can
iron out this wrinkle and be on
their way to an uncharacteristically
successful season.
The pre-season has offered just
a glimpse of the potential for this
team. The squad concluded the
pre-season with a 2-4 record.
"We should be 4-2 though, the
only team that absolutely ham-
mered us was Dalhousie, the oth-
ers were close that should have
gone our way," offered Julius.
Upon mention of the lack of
success in the past two years,
Coach Julius preferred to instead
call it the "building process."
"I can't dwell on it, it has to be
put to rest so that we can focus on
this year's team."
He continued: "This year's
team is completely mine. I take full
responsibility for the outcome. If
we do not finish in the top 4, I
haven't done my job." By referring
to the team being completely his,
Julius speaks of the fact that this
year's set of girls are all his own
recruits.
This point is rather immaterial
due to the fact that last year's team
was 11 of 12 purely Julius pickings
and still were unsuccessful.
Surely the one lone black
sheep that was never sought after
by Stu himself, could not single
handedly be blamed for the team's
dismal showing.
Time will tell what impact a
group hand-selected by Julius will
have on the success of this team.
The women begin their regular
season this weekend away from
home. They return on the 16th and
17th to play their first regular sea-
son home games against
Laurentian and York, respectively.
MATT
KRUCHEK
The women's basketball team may finally have their act together but
only time will tell.
Tara Ross: the woman, the myth, the legend
Caitlin Howlett
Running since the age of nine, Tara Ross
loves cross-country, and shows it through
her participation at Laurier.
"This by far has been the most enjoyable
year," said Ross. "Last year also was fun, so
much fun that I had to come back and do it
all over again."
At 5'6", Tara Ross, who hails from Barrie,
is one of the top long distance runners in
Ontario. No doubt, she is soon to be one of
the best in Canada as she heads to
Sherbrooke, Quebec, for the CIS champi-
onships this Saturday.
A third year Kinesiology student, Ross is
a talented athlete who successfully balances
a heavy academic workload, a part time job
and, unbelievably, two varsity sports. Ross is
a member of both the cross-country team
and the swim team.
"It really does not seem like that much
because I like all the things that I do, and I
hate to say no to other activities because I
want to do everything," explained Ross.
She noted that planning her day is
imperative to keeping her sanity and being
able to juggle her numerous activities.
Rarely at home, her roommates often ask if
she still lives there.
Ross is elated to have qualified for the
CIS championships. "It had been sort of a
goal, but I did not expect to make the Cl's,"
she said.
Ross hopes to race her hardest this week
and perhaps finish in the top twenty. In a
perfect world, she would also like to run the
5-kilometre race in less than 19 minutes, an
accomplishment she managed to realize just
once this season.
With a long journey to Sherbrooke, Ross
would like to arrive with ample time to
peruse the course with her coach, Jeffrey
Beech. "He'll tell me where is a good place
to go hard and don't forget to do this
here.. .the little mental notes really help."
Ross attributes much of her recent suc-
cess to Beech and her teammates. "They are
really a huge part of it all."
With such an abundance of support,
Ross says it is difficult not to be motivated
while racing, and predicts that some of her
teammates will even endure the long bus
ride to cheer her on.
Ross compares the Laurier team to a "big
social event, because the team does a lot of
activities together and they are always there
to support each other." In her qualifying
race, Ross said many of her teammates were
running beside her cheering her on.
Extensive training consisting of between
five and six days a week, for 2 hours a day,
averaging well over 50 kilometres per week,
and a mix of interval and lung-based runs,
Ross is definitely ready for competition. She
has also been reaping the cross benefits of
training for the swim team as well.
Competitive? Yes she is. Ross considers
herself to have been competitive since day
one. While racing she often questions if she
is going fast enough, hard enough or how
she can beat the wind.
Her best moment in cross-country would
have to be the OUA's she participated in just
one week ago. "I went out with the front of
the pack, something I'd never done before,"
beamed Ross. "It was a great experience."
Ross believes that many of the other
meets this year were some of her most mem-
orable. With each new race,-she was able to
use previous experiences to help her gain
more of a competitive edge.
With no injuries to speak of, a passion
for competition and a realistic attitude, look
for Ross to definitely finish in the top twen-
ty, perhaps in medal contention come the
CIS championships this weekend.
COURTESY
OF
LAURUER
ATHLETICS
Two-sport athlete Tara Ross will compete
at the cross-country Canadian National
Championships this weekend
sports18
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Watch out for women's hockey...
Kristen lipscombe
A younger, fresh-faced women's hockey
team brings with it a faster, stronger and nat-
urally talented squad. Following a 19-3 sea-
son and second place finish in last year's
OUA finals against their rival Toronto Varsity
Blues, Laurier women's hockey is looking to
come out on top in their dig for gold.
With a current regular season record of
4-0, the Hawks are off to an exceptional start
on the road to OUA and CIS success.
The addition of 15 promising rookies
and the return ofkey veterans will be pivotal
to the Hawks' trek to victory this season.
"Everyone will be gunning for us," said
Assistant Coach Roly Webster.
Although Laurier will suffer from the
loss of former captain and CIAU All-
Canadian Lisa Backman along with OUA All-
star goalie Joyce Torrington, the team has
gained several impressive recruits. "We're
more than 50% faster than last year," said
Head Coach Bill Bowker.
A number of rookies stem from the
National Women's Hockey League. Starting
goaltender Cindy Eadie played for the
Mississauga Ice Bears along with teammates
Ashley Stephenson and Meritt Blundy, also
joining the Laurier roster.
Other recruits hailing from the NWHL
include Amanda Joseph and Shannon
Mashinter of the Beatrice Aeros, along with
Jessica Singh and Jennifer Wilson from the
Ottawa Gee-Gees.
The new additions to the Golden Hawk
hockey program join a number of veterans
who form the foundation of the team.
Fourth-year centre Heather Allan fills
Backman's shoes as team captain. Second-
year player Alison Goodman will provide
leadership for the Hawks' defensive end,
while third year winger Jacqueline Grahek
also wears an A' on her sweater. Returnees
Jenn Neilson and Kate MacNamara will be
essential to maintaining team solidarity.
The Hawks spent Hallowe'en night host-
ing the Western Mustangs in the Laurier
home opener. This competition marked the
Hawks' first official game to take place in the
Waterloo Memorial Recreation Complex.
Laurier has officially moved from their
former rink affectionately coined the
"Bubble," to the Rec Complex, which they
will share with the men's team.
After defeating Western 7-0 in the first
game of regular season play, the Hawks
went into the first period of their home
opener with excessive confidence. This
resulted in a slow start to the game, and the
girls had difficulty coming together as a
team.
It was not until the closing of the first
period that MacNamara was able to put one
past the Mustangs' net minder. Grahek also
put one up on the scoreboard for the Hawks
at the end of the first.
"We need better support coming out of
our zone," said Webster of the girls' per-
formance. He also stated that the players
had to work on communication.
During the second period, Western
responded with what would be their only
goal of the game. Laurier was unable to add
to their score throughout the second.
The Hawks came out with more intensi-
ty in the third, with Joseph pocketing
Laurier's third goal. Goodman followed suit,
scoring a marker, with a pretty set up from
MacNamara and Neilson.
Although a number of penalties left
Laurier short-handed at numerous intervals
throughout the game, Laurier emerged vic-
torious with a final score of 4-1.
On November 3rd the Hawks faced the
Windsor Lancers at Laurier's home arena.
Having previously defeated the Lancers 9-1
this season, WLU was slow in gearing up for
the game.
A combination of low motivation and
bad officiating resulted in a final score clos-
er than their last meeting. Laurier out-shot
their opponents 62 to 14, with MacNamara,
Goodman, Mashinter and Stephenson all
contributing goals. The Hawks walked away
with a 4-2 win.
Laurier travels to Kingston this Friday to
face off against Queen's and then to Toronto
on Saturday to meet their toughest compe-
tition, 2001 National Champions, the U of T
Blues.
MATT
KRUCHEK
The Women's hockey team is hoping to improve on their OUA silver medal of last season.
OUA Women's Hockey Standings
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West
W L T GF GA Points
Laurier 4 0 0 24 4 8
Guelph 4 0 0 21 8 8
Western 0 4 0 3 21 0
Windsor 0 4 0 9 24 0
East
Toronto 4 0 0 21 4 8
Queen's 4 0 0 21 8 8
Brock 1 4 0 12 21 0
York 0 5 0 9 30 0
Correction: In last week's Cord, contributor Kristen Lipscombe's name was erro-
neously listed as Kristen Holdscombe. The Cord regrets the error and hopes Kristen can
forgive us for our ghastly, horrible, disgusting, horrendous, careless, despicable error.
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Simon Says:
write sports.
Simon also saws:
/
I am not a parrot.
WILFRID LAURIEI? UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF ARTS
THE ADELE SLATER AWARD
FOR WRITING ON WORLD PEACE
Thanks to a generous bequest from the estate of Alyce Adelaide
(Allele) Slater, the Faculty of Arts is presenting the second annual
competition for, "The Adele Slater Award for writing on World
Peace."
The purpose of the award is to encourage and recognize serious
and .skillfully written student contributions that contribute to
research and reflection on world peace and its promotion.
There are two $500 awards- one for an essay of 3000-3500 words,
and one for a shorter piece of prose or journalism (up to 1000
words), poetry, short story, etc. The results of the competition
will be announced publicly and award-winners will participate in
a related event at Laurier.
This competition is open to all students- undergraduate or gradu-
ate -who arc registered at Wilfrid Laurier University. Submissions
will be made to a jury appointed by the Dean of Arts. The jury
will look for original, indepedent and well-written unpublished
work. Submissions will be accompanied by an official entry form.
Additional information, including explanatory guidelines and
evaluation criteria, and official entry forms are available from the
Office of the Dean of Arts, Dr. Alvin Woods Building, Wilfrid
Laurier University.
The deadline for submissions is 31st January, 2002. The results
will be announced in February, and presented at a related Peace
Day event.
abug's life
Learn to read by walking
Laurier Students for Literacy raise awareness (and $2,000) with annual walk
Kent McCrea
At Laurier pretty much everybody
can read, even the meatheads.
However, once you look off cam-
pus and into the community, the
ability to read isn't something that
can be taken for granted. And
that's where Laurier Students for
Literacy (LSFL) get involved.
LSFL is a group that runs sever-
al programs, all with the goal of
promoting literacy. This past
Sunday was their major fundraiser,
the Bth annual Walk for Literacy.
The Walk for Literacy is designed
partially to raise money for LSFL
programs, but more importantly to
help students understand the work
that LSFL does and the need for it
within the community.
This year's Walk was a big suc-
cess, raising over $2,000 to fund
the purchase of new books and
supplies for their literacy pro-
grams. Additionally, volunteers
from all over campus came to sup-
port the LSFL walk, with large
groups showing up from Foot
Patrol, Bacchus and the Pi Kappa
Alpha Fraternity, who raised the
most money. When asked how
they drew such a large cross-sec-
tion of people on a Sunday morn-
ing, Nicole Mordhurst of LSFL said,
"It's all about the kids!"
The Walk for Literacy is one of
the few times that LSFL gets atten-
tion on campus. Unlike most clubs,
almost 95% of their activities are
targeted at the Kitchner-Waterloo
Community rather than university
students. Founded in 1993, the
core of the LSFL program is their
Saturday morning reading circles.
Every Saturday morning, die-
hard volunteers are up earlier than
the Saturday cartoons and come to
the Concourse to work and play
with children between 6 - 13- It's
a walk-in program advertised at
public schools and community
centres across the city.
On any given Saturday, atten-
dance can swing and volunteers
can outnumber children two to
one, or a veritable army of sixty
rug rats can arrive, which can be
quite a handful but even more fun.
Beyond the Saturday circles,
LSFL offers one-on-one tutoring
with community organizations like
Big Sisters, reading to bed-ridden
children at the Grand River
Hospital and a partnership with
the John Howard Society.
Through the John Howard
Society an LSFL volunteer is paired
up with a young offender from the
community who is awaiting trial
and has opted for the program.
Statistics shows juveniles who are
in trouble with the law, often have
trouble in school. With that in
mind, the LSFL volunteer will meet
with their youth over several
weeks and help them through any
homework they have, help with
some reading, or more importantly
serve as a positive role model.
Successful completion of the pro-
gram prior to trial generally results
in a less severe sentencing.
LSFL has its volunteers for this
year, but those interested should
come to meetings, every other
Monday in the Turret at 5:30. To
see LSFL in action, come to the
Concourse every Saturday morn-
ing for reading and playing.
As they say in the NBA,
"Reading is FUNdamental.
We're walkirt.. oh yes indeed...We're talkin'...oh you and me...We can read.... oh yes indeed
ALEXANDRA
STEPHANSON
tasty treat or trash?
Kent McCrea
The Moody Blues Caf£
68 Regina Street
Waterloo
Essentially the problem is where
to take a first date in the franchise
wasteland that is Waterloo. Going
to a movie is antisocial, Timmy
Ho's kinda spells cheapskate, and
a bar is probably where you met
each other. Maybe it's time to
move past that now.
So this week, I'm bringing you
the Moody Blues Cafe, a quirky lit-
tle place that probably isn't for
everyone, but is excellent if you
*
' j
really wanna get to know some-
body or just chill like a beatnik.
The Moody Blues is a teahouse
with a real cozy sorta feel. It's run
by a couple, out of the main floor
of their home. It is barely two
rooms with stacks of used books
lining the walls and small cafe
style tables clustered together
inside. True to the name, there's
always some sort of blues or jazz
floating in the background, gener-
ally played off the original vinyl.
The best way to describe the
menu is to say what they don't
have, rather than what they do.
There's no alcohol, and it's a com-
pletely vegetarian menu. So rather
than falling back on a rye and gin-
ger to loosen the tongue of your
companion and get the conversa-
tion flowing, I'd recommend you
each try a different variety of tea.
They have 35 varieties from
around the world, so you are sure
to find one that intrigues you. If
that sounds like an intimidating
task, then just ask for a bit of help
from the owners, who are more
than glad tojnake a few sugges-
tions. In terms of food, they offer
variety of homemade cakes and a
small range of light vegetarian
dishes to nibble on as you get to
know the person across from you.
If for whatever reason the con-
versation does start to lag, you can
comb the bookshelves, where
everything is for sale, or try your
luck with one of the many avail-
able board games. The books on
the shelves generally aren't best-
sellers, but would be better classi-
fied as a collection of classic
authors, quasi-philosophical trea-
tises and countless other random
subjects, This can be good and
bad, as sometimes you'll have to
hunt for something of interest but
there is always the possibility of
turning up some weird title that
you just wouldn't stumble on at
Chapters of the local library.
The Moody Blues Cafe is a nice
place where you can chill, take
friends or a date, if you are actual-
ly interested in talking to them.
Without a great deal of good con-
versation or a keen interest in
board games, you might feel a lit-
tle trapped but that's probably a
good sign that you should have
left them at the bar where you
found them.
LAURA
ROC
HAC
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recipes
for disaster
These are perfect for potlucks
because the recipe makes so many
cookies and everyone loves them!
Once my roommate woke me up
in the morning so I could make a
batch for a potluck she had to go
to that afternoon. I generally don't
add the nuts.
Ingredients:
1 1/2 cups flour
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp salt
1 cup butter / margarine
1 tsp vanilla extract
1 cup sugar
1 cup packed brown sugar
2 eggs
2 cups uncooked rolled oats
1/2 cup chocolate chips or raisins
(or to taste)
1/2 cup chopped nuts (optional)
Directions:
Preheat oven to 375 F.
Combine flour, baking soda and
salt and set aside.
In a large bowl, cream butter and
vanilla together. Then, add both
sugars and eggs and blend togeth-
er. Add flour mixture in thirds and
mix until well blended. Stir in
oats, chocolate chips and nuts.
Drop by teaspoon 2 inches apart
best damn oatmeal cookies
onto lightly greased cookie sheets
and bake for 10 -12 minutes.
Makes between 6 and 8 dozen
cookies
Submitted by:
Stacey Fitzsimmons
Editors Note: Submit your
favourite recipes to
kevin.klein@wlusp. com. Please.
I'm a starving student and all I
can make is Kraft Dinner and
eggs. Mmmmm.... eggs....
OLD
MAN
CADE
Not the best damn cookies.
The best damn oatmeal cookies.
OLD
MAN
CADE
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abug's life
What the heck are you
supposed to be?
A look back at some ofthe best
and worst ofHalloween 2001
Story and Photos
Kevin Klein
Ghosts and goblins, Pokemon and princesses.
Halloween brings out the best creative minds
among the 2 - 20 year olds. Costumes can take
minutes or hours, and the thought process behind
them can be astonishing of frightening.
October 31, 2001 was no exception, as cos-
tumed characters came out in full force to cele-
brate the one night of the year when it is okay to
look stupid.
Some of the more popular destinations on
campus included The Turret Nightclub, Wilf's, The
Grad Pub as well as elementary schools and
neighbourhoods throughout the K-W community.
The Turret, the ever-popular meat market on
Thursdays and Saturdays, opened for a special
Wednesday night to celebrate the big day and was
filled with men in underwear called "wrestling
tights", and girls in coconut tops and lingerie rep-
resenting the lovely ladies of the Moulin Rouge.
There were prizes for best costumes and as the
hopefuls paraded up the winding stainv'eir, enter-
tained Turret security gave their votes for the best
outfits on the night. Favourites included Macho
Man Randy Savage, Hillbilly Jim, Hulk Hogan, the
whole crew Ghostbusters and Mr. T.
WliPs was another|hotspot, as Jay and Silent
Bob, a police woman and some pylons from thg,
Metro Toronto Zoo preferred the pub atmosphere.
Making an appearance was the jolly one, Santa
Claus, who was making his list and checking it
twice. I snuck a peak and have learned that Andy
Pushalik, our esteemed Vice-President Student
Services, has been a naughty boy. Bad Andy! Bad!
Although Andy might have been a bad boy,
Foot Patrol volunteers were out in the community
at local elemliiltry schools giving safety talks.
This was the fourth annual year for the Safety
Walk and Talk program, where members of the
volunteer organization visited seven local elemen-
tary schools, teaching children some of the rules
of safe trick-or-treating. And when the kids were
scavenging for chocolate and chips, Foot was
there making sure everyone was safe.
I'We want to make a difference - beyond the
service that we normally provide," said Graham
Folkema, a member ofFoot Patrol executive. "Foot
Patrcfl wants to give back to the community that is
home to Laurier and its students, and help out
with safety for the children."
/Another Halloween in the books, and I must
say, I miss being a kid. The enthusiasm of running
from house to house, getting more candy that you
can ever dream of eating, and being a superhero
or a supernatural for one night. You just don't get
that feeling in university. At least not without
ridicule and abuse.
I VP: Student Santa Andy Pushalik giving this boywhat he wanted. A seat on the best lap on campus.
Who you gonna call? Not these guys....
Snoochie boochies? Who talks like that? That's baby talk.
The cat, the cowgirl, the nurse and the devil?
Sounds like it would make a good dirty film.
1987! I think you lost these guys. Please save them. The real A-Team. Mr. T. & Macho Man. Tell me you wouldn't sell your souls to these three.
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Where did the money go?
Explaining the stock market, our economy,
the current financial situation, and how it effects you
Marc Henein
Why? What happened? Will things
ever be the same? These are the
million dollar questions that any-
one concerned with the stock mar-
ket over the past few quarters has
been asking. It seems everyday
there are headlines in the paper
about a major company laying off
employees or missing their expect-
ed earnings. A company that was
perceived to be a leader in the
industry one year ago is now apply-
ing for government loans to pro-
tect themselves from bankruptcy.
All this has happened for two
reasons: first, what goes up must
come down. In other words, the
so-called 'boom' Canada has seen
in recent years
must sometime
come to an end.
Second,
September 11th
has increased
the nervousness
around the
world people
were already
feeling.
Investors are
becoming anx-
ious with huge companies, such as
Nortel Networks falling from $70 a
year ago to a low of $7.50 in
September. Historically, at the end
of every decade the markets take a
dip and right now we are at the
bottom of the trench. At present,
there are many great companies
that are undervalued making it a
great time to invest in them, if you
Lower interest
rates are good
for fourth year
students that
need to start
thinking of
paying back
OSAP loans.
have the cash on hand.
The government tries to help
during the economic slump by
doing a number of things. One
such method is the controlling of
interest rates. The government
lowers interest rates to make it
cheaper for people to buy cars and
houses, among other things. If it is
cheaper for people to buy big-tick-
et items, logically they might do so.
The exact opposite happens when
the market is in a boom; the gov-
ernment continues to raise interest
rates to slow the economy down.
How do lower interest rates
affect Laurier students? Lower
interests rates are good for fourth
year students that need to start
thinking of paying OSAP loans.
This basically
means you're
giving the gov-
ernment less
money which
certainly is a
good thing. The
downfall to
lower interest
rates affects the
students who
are taking the
extra money
stashed in their bank accounts and
buying GlC's (Guaranteed
Investment Certificates) from
either banks or the government.
Andre Pires, a second year busi-
ness student, took the money
remaining from his summer job
and invested it in a GIC recently.
The one he was interested in had
an attractive rate, but when he
went to the bank to purchase it he
had an unpleasant surprise. It
seems the week before David
Dodge lowered the Bank of
Canada rate by 75 basis points,
meaning an interest rate that was
5% is now 4.25%. Lines of credit
and loans are lowered as a result,
but for investors in fixed income
they are losing 0.75% annually in
interest. Let's look at this from a
different perspective.
The simplest way to explain the
world economy is as if it were a
pyramid. At the bottom is the
American economy, the largest
economy in the world that also
supports all other economies,
either directly or indirectly. When
that major economy weakens from
sell offs or a major terrorist attack,
a ripple effect is sent through the
whole pyramid.
Watching the NASDAQ, the
world's global securities market, is
the easiest way to follow the
American economy. As such, it
proves more essential to follow
than the TSE. When Nortel was at
its peak it was valued at over 30%
of the whole TSE. If one stock is
valued at 30% and the other 299
stocks are only 70%, how can the
TSE really claim to properly repre-
sent the economy? The NASDAQ is
structured to provide a truly repre-
sentative way of monitoring the
world's markets.
Throughout this article a lot of
topics have been briefly brushed
over, and in future weeks relevant
and interesting topics will be
included. These upcoming issues
will help take all the jumble of the
stock market, and make it further
understandable from a student's
perspective.
FILE
PHOTO
This picture is proof that business is fun. Read the article to find out why the economy is like a pyramid,
Business Bytes
Weekly Business Joke:
Letterman's Top 6 Signs You're Doing
Business With the Wrong Bank:
6. All cash deposits go directly into teller's
pants.
5. Your safety deposit box is a Dunkin'
Donuts carton wrapped in tinfoil.
4. When you want to make a withdrawal,
clerks suddenly don't speak English.
3. After you get a free toaster, bank presi-
dent shows up at your house begging for
toast.
2. Lobby is waist-deep in Mexican Pesos.
1. When you make a deposit, tellers high-
five each other.
Microsoft's World Domination continues unabated:
In what is being touted as a major victo-
ry for Microsoft, the company and the US
Justice Department have reached a settle-
ment that ends their three-year long
antitrust battle, Microsoft made off like a
bandit, winning on two major issues: it will
not be broken up, and it is free to include as
many new features into Windows as it sees
fit. Now the Justice Department is going to
keep a very sharp eye on the company to
make sure they don't misbehave again,
appointing a three-person committee that
can examine any document and question
any employee. Still, the stock jumped 6%
and all of Microsoft's competitors seem
pretty pissed, so it's safe to say that once
again Bill Gates has come out on top. It
might have all been worthwhile if the Justice
Department could have at least forced an
apology out of them, but Microsoft doesn't
even have to go that far. The agreement
"does not constitute any admission by any
party regarding any issue of fact or law."
Loonie takes a beating:
—
Last Thursday the Canadian Dollar
(which has not exactly been a solid invest-
ment over the last couple of years) fell to
62.66 cents, its lowest level since the cur-
rency's inception in 1858. On Friday, the
Dollar fell to 62.61 cents, its lowest level
since the day before, which, while obviously
worse, doesn't sound nearly as bad. It is an
open-ended debate as to whether the plum-
meting loonie is a good thing or a bad thing:
while our nation's exports increase due to
the relative inexpensiveness of our products
and services for other countries, the down-
side is that if you were thinking about visit-
ing beautiful Wisconsin this year, prepare to
see your cash disappear fairly quickly.
Having said that, no one quite seems to care
right now, as the events of September 11th
have taken a lot of the air out of exports and
burst the balloon in the travel industry. Still,
if you were thinking of doing something as
simple as ordering from a J, Crew catalogue,
now might he the time to do it, as most ana-
lysts suspect that the Canadian Dollar will
slip past it's lowest level since November
2nd 2001 soon enough.
But it sounds so appealing:
Both Kimberly-Clark Corp. and Procter &
Gamble Co. have found themselves more
than a little surprised at the lackluster sales
of their new product: wet toilet paper.
Combined sales of K-C's Cottonelle Fresh
Rollwipes and P&G's Moist Mates (Moist
Mates?) have only totaled about $700,000
(US) this year, leading many to question the
future of the product. While this may not
come as a complete shock to some, the new
products were apparently based on con-
sumer research that indicated that many
already use a wet cleaning method, such as
a baby wipe. Presumably this exciting inno-
vation won't be making its way north of the
border until it is a proven success in the
States, so unless sales pick up, Canadians
may be reduced to wetting individual
squares of toilet paper if they wish to simu-
late the experience. As if it wasn't enough
that we don't get HBO.
Giving Back:
There is an ethical dilemma that all com-
panies have to take into account when deal-
ing with the community. The community
provides companies with an infrastructure
in order to stimulate business affairs. There
is a growing debate whether it is the duty of
companies to give money back to the econ-
omy or if companies benefit society more by
earning higher profits and thus giving share-
holders an increased return.
Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment
have been active in giving back to the com-
munity. The Toronto Raptors and Imperial
Oil launched the annual Read to Achieve
program on October 22nd. The program
donates more than 200,000 books annually
and also creates Reading and Learning
Centers in schools and community based
organizations throughout the country.
This event is supported by the NBA and
WNBA players, wives, parents and officials.
Compiled by Dave Peer and
Chris Jacobson
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Supporting 284 art groups
For grant information, call 1-800-398-1141
AS SEEN BY
du Maurier Arts
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 7 2001
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LSAT - GMAT - GRE - MCAT Gym Clutz Nicola Maria, Skinamarinky-dinky-DINK,
www.PßEP.com Thanks for being oh-so-concerned Nobody needs to know that it has I love you underneath the moon.
"Chance Favours the PREPared with my knees after you took me been four nights in a row. Too Can I get a whoop whoop?
Travel The World Teaching Mind!" out on the exercise machines the much information. Next time
English Flexible formats and frequent Uof other week. Don't worry, my limp keep your little excursions to I make no sense.
If you speak English you can teach T start dates. is almost gone and I will be up yourself! adidfghlaasdhjfg
English. Thousands of new jobs Subscribe to our "Law School and walking very soon. Then Thanks but No Thanks
every month. Pay off your stu- Bound" email newsletter at: maybe I can return the favour! Classifeds,
dent loans. Become a certified learn@prep.com Slightly Sore T-T You are not funny this week.
TESOL Teacher. A real opportuni- Weekend LSAT Prep (see week- You ate all of the chicken wings Sgt. Cade
ty for adventure. 5 day certifica- endprep.com) at U of T and Lindsa and didn't even offer me one.
tion course in Kitchener.. Western Did you just touch my ass? Thanks for nothing. Next time Oyster Head,
Evenings and weekends. www.prep.com Ha Ha you try that I will eat all of your Thank you for a real good time.
Dec 12 - 16th. 1-800-410-PREP fingers. You certainly know how to rock
An orientation meeting will be Mon-O-So-Gross Hungry the casbah...
held at the Radisson on Thursday Give The Gift Of Life Stop threatening everyone with love, Tannis
November 21st at 7:oopm. WLU is hosting a blood donor clin- your disease. At first it was almost Rammer and Sister Ski
ic Nov 13-16, 10am-4pm in the funny, but now it is starting to I love you guys even though I was Baby, you so fine...
Christmas Gift Wrappers Solarium. Sign up this week in the creep us out. Did you really lick coerced in to saying it. Tannis, will you go the CS formal
Creative individuals, Location - Concourse. the white board or were you kid- Awomanda with me? -Maneesh
Downtown Toronto, North York, ding. This could be a matter of
Richmond Hill, Mississauga, life and death. Awfiss Waste, Dear essay,
Markham, Pickering. Managers to Scared for Our Lives You are wasted. You are already one week late.
$9.00/Hour + Bonuses. Matthew Ross Cade. Please finish yourself and hand
Wrappers to $7.40/Hour. Housing Available David Bowie yourself in by the end of the
Full/Part time, December 1-24. Student Accomodation for rent, Next time you dress up as a man Prang, week.
416-533-9727 264 Albert St. 3 bed in 4 bed and sing China Girl into a flash No one wants to go to the Charity Cade
apartment. Available from January light, please forewarn us. We Ball with me. Will you be my date?
Need Cash? We Deliver to April 2002. $300 per month failed to see the humour in the Wayne Money. To my NEW fake boyfriend
Domino's is now accepting appli- plus utilities. Please call for situation! Baby, you are one hundred times
cations for Full and Part Time In- details. 519-364-3742 Slightly Disturbed Ladies, the man he was. I know we will
Store Service Personnel and Ask for Mary Lou Who wants to be my date at the become even closer than I was
Delivery Drivers. Tina Bina, Charity Ball? I will go with whoev- with the last guy I wasn't actually
Come join our winning Team! What is up with the war wounds er responds first. Call me at x dating. See you soon, lover.
Apply in person to your nearest fro m your birthday? You are the 3434 or email: dwellhau@wlu.ca. Amy
Domino's store in K-W and only person I know who wakes up My personal motto is: "i like fish
Cambridge I can hardly believe it's been 2 the next morning with a bloody sticks." Hope to hear from you She Knows My Toppings!
years! We've become extremely gash across her forehead and soon, you lucky lady, you! Thanks for the great service at
NOW HIRING close and we have developed a bruises up and clown her arms, Harvey's, Erin!! Only TWO packs
Pita Factory very strong emotional bond. I and has no idea how she got Maneesh, of ketchup though...
Apply in person with resume love you deeply, more than words them!! Aren't you worried at all? Stop requesting songs for me. I'm -Maneesh
after 2pm can describe. Stay with me now Confused and Somewhat in Awe! not a punk rocker like you.
170 University West and forever be by my side. Hot girl in the Torque Room NoWay...
University Plaza Love Always, Jason Mitchele Peeing your pants is the coolest.
I just wanted to remind you that Sleeping Beauty If peeing your pants is cool, call
Too Many Daves you don't go to Laurier, so why Pictures may be worth a thousand me Miles Davis. No yelling on the
Due to the overwhelming number are you here more than I am!! Do words, but watching you throw bus. I see what is going on here,
of Daves at this school, each Dave you want to be like me?? Is that "confetti" all over the place in a please proceeeed. lam the
Double Bed For Sale we've met has been renamed to it? Because I have suspected that drunken rage was PRICELESS! smartest man alive. T-t-t-today
Anyone interested in purchasing a identify what dave they are and all along. Just as Sweet After All junior.
double bed please email me at where we remember them from. Too Cool For Words One-Eye
heathermcfarlane@hotmail.com Present Dave's include Birthday- ———■—
All offers considered Dave, Keg-Dave and Home-Dave. Miss Teen USA —
_____
;
Hopefully this will avoid further Happy late birthday! Hope your JOHN! L—LISAL.Iv j
Talent Wanted Excuse Us! Jme ￿— Mm
Come let your talents shine! What is with all of the freakin' Thanks for giving up your bed .-j—% l - '
Locus and Friends coffee house. couples at this school? Is there when we watch movies. It's the \ — \. „ ) J j •
Sunday November 18th from 7:30 no young attractive single boys best seat in the house, but don't ; C„.-' —"— | ™V-vK-—'' *""*
- 10pm at Wilf's. If you have a tal- out there? Are you all attached? worry, I promise to start sitting on Sat. at 5.00pm $w, 1 http://printess.sefltex.net
ent or want to participate email us The Bitter Queens the floor! tym rgyMIKSwI MrJfciVlA 6 pnwess St W« 885-2950
at locus@wlu.ca LoveYa
B«99+taX Pozi-Oraduats —
Apply now for Fall 2002 full-time programs in biomedical engineering
I A D f** ST "H TADDT IV! 112c technology, broadcast journalism-television news, broadcast sales,1 m. M W* I 111 mJ'W broadcast television-digital post production, business administration-
marketing, career practitioner, corporate communication and public
jr ii> p y~i r~\ XT' T TT 7T Ty \/ relations, court and administrative tribunal, educational assistant, fund
f* f\ 1/ i, | /g > I > I VLKX development, organizational learning and development, photography
advanced, photography advanced (digital), photography advanced
/ \ (e-photo journalism), professional financial services, recording industry
yon campus OlllyJ digital aPP lscations ' and technical writing. (519) 452-4277
